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Headteacher’s message 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

We hope the children are looking forward to the half term break - don’t forget that tomorrow, Friday, 22nd October, is 

a non-pupil day.  
  

The children have done so well reaching the end of this half term.  They have settled beautifully into the school       

routines and remembering expectations while trying to stay safe with the increased hygiene. There is still some work to 

do in terms of catching up with gaps in learning but all children are showing great attitudes to their learning and their 

work and this will go a long way to filling these gaps as quickly as we can. We are all so proud of all their            

achievements so far and I know we have a brilliant school year ahead of us if we are able to sustain this. 
 

Thank you all for your help in keeping Covid-19 cases at OV down to a minimum.  Please could we ask you to       

continue calling 119 for advice should your child exhibit any Covid symptoms.  They will advise you if you need to 

book a PCR test.  We will continue to encourage the children to practice good hygiene whilst in school.  
  

Upon our return, on 1st November, please could we ask for your help in keeping our children safe when they have 

been handed over to you at the end of school.  Please could you encourage the children to leave the school site 

promptly and sensibly, watching out for cars when crossing the road, not climbing on the tree in the turning circle 

and not playing on anything that isn’t designated play equipment.  
  

Orchard Vale Community Group  

We are pleased to say that the new PTA has now been set up under the name of Orchard Vale Community 

Group.  The monthly Tuck Shops will be starting again on Wednesday, 3rd November.  During morning break children 

will be able to buy a treat in the Food Technology Room.  If you would be interested in helping run any fundraising 

events please  email  orchardvalecommunitygroup@ventrus.org.uk.    

 

Parent Consultations  

During the week commencing 8th November we will be holding our Parent Consultations which will aim to let you 

know how your child has settled in to the Autumn term.  For children in Years 1 to 6 these will take place via your 

child’s Teams account and will last for 5 minutes.  If you would like to discuss things in more detail your class teacher 

will be able to arrange another appointment with you.    
  

Nursery and Reception meetings will be in the outside play areas.  
  

Please could you log into your Parent Portal account, on Arbor, and book your timeslot.  
  

School Council  

We had a fantastic response from children across the school to become School Council members.  Out of the 60   

applicants we have now selected our 12 School Council Members.  Well done everyone.  
  

Early Bird Breakfast Club and OV Explorers after school provision  

We have had a wonderful response to our breakfast club and after school provisions and will be extending them until 

Christmas.  If you would like to apply for a place for your child, please contact the school office who will provide you 

with a link to a form in order to register your requirements.  

 
 

 

                                                                  Fiona Pearce 

                                                                   Headteacher 

Parent Consultations 
You will shortly be receiving an email inviting you to log onto the Parent Portal to book a Parent Consultation with your chi ld’s 
class teacher during the week commencing 8th November. 
 

Years 1 to 6—these consultations will be held online via your child’s Teams account.   
They are scheduled for 5 minutes and will purely talk with your about how your child has settled in this term. 
 
 

Nursery and Reception—these consultations will be in person and will be held in the garden area outside the 
classroom. 

 

If you have anything to discuss with your teacher which is likely to take longer than the time slot allocated please mention this to 
them during the consultation and they will arrange a date when you could have a more in-depth discussion. 
 

If you are having difficulty with the Parent Portal please contact the school office by email on orchardvale@ventrus.org.uk 

mailto:orchardvalecommunitygroup@ventrus.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Diary Dates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mon, 25th-Fri, 29th Oct HALF TERM WEEK  

(back at school Mon, 1st Nov) 

Wed, 3rd Nov Tuck Shop 9.30am to 10.30am 

Thurs, 4th Nov Year 6  Swimming Lessons 

Mon, 8th Nov Years 5 and 6 Queen’s Theatre Tour 

Wed, 10th Nov Bratton Fleming Cross Country—KS2 Team 

Thurs, 11th Nov Year 6  Swimming Lessons 

Thurs, 11th Nov Armistice Day - Minute silence in school 

Fri, 12th Nov Children’s Remembrance Parade 

Thurs, 18th Nov Year 6  Swimming Lessons 

Fri, 19th Nov Year 5 and 6  Into Film Festival 

Tue, 23rd Nov Year 6—Rising Stars—Gymnastics Day 

Thurs, 25th Nov Year 6  Swimming Lessons 

Wed, 1st Dec  Tuck Shop - 9.30am to 10.30am 

Thurs, 2nd Dec Year 6 Swimming Lessons 

Fri, 3rd Dec Virgin Health Care - Flu Vaccinations  

(Reception to Year 6) 

Fri, 3rd Dec Choir Carol Singing at Residential Homes 

Tue, 7th Dec Whole School Christmas Dinner 

Thur, 9th Dec Year 6 Swimming Lessons 

Fri, 10th Dec Xmas Jumper Day - donations in aid of  Edukid 

Wed, 15th Dec Cinderella Panto at Queen’s Theatre 

Mon, 20th Dec to Mon, 

3rd Jan 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

Tues, 4th Jan First Day of Spring Term. 

Devon County Council Connect Me 

 

Click link to read update dated 15th October 2021 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/2f76860










The School Reading List 

 

We recommend children’s books and YA books to teachers, UK 

curriculum primary and secondary schools, parents, home-

educators and tutors of children aged 3-18.   

 

Click below for recommended 

books for 

 
Early Years Foundation Stage 

 

 

Reception 

 

 

Year 1 

 

 

Year 2 

 

 

Year 3 

 

 

Year 4 

 

 

Year 5 

 

Magazines for children 

 and teenagers 

 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/resources/magazines-and-newspapers-for-children-and-teenagers/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/100-best-picture-books-to-read-before-you-are-5-years-old/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/100-best-picture-books-to-read-before-you-are-5-years-old/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-year-1-pupils-ks1-age-5-6/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-year-2-pupils-ks1-age-6-7/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/reading-list-for-year-3-pupils-ks2-age-7-8/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-4-pupils-ks2-age-8-9/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-6-pupils-ks2-age-10-11/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/resources/magazines-and-newspapers-for-children-and-teenagers/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/resources/magazines-and-newspapers-for-children-and-teenagers/


Northam Burrow Rangers have been busy putting the finishing touches to some exciting 

and free Half-Term activities at Northam Burrows suitable for young and old alike. 

  

Running from dawn to dusk from Saturday 23rd to Sunday 31st October there will be a 

Spooky Half Term Halloween Adventure Trail. The trail is self-guided discovery from a map 

below or collected from the visitor's centre - then simply head outdoors to the Burrows to 

find creepy creatures and strange sculptures marked on the map. Solve the clues to re-

veal the secret words. (poster attached) 

  

Halloween themed craft activities will also be available in the visitor centre every day 

from 10am to 5pm. 

  

We have also (mostly) been fortunate with the weather for recent school groups who 

have visited the Burrows for field trips including autumn rock pooling, coastal explorer 

trails and outdoor art. We are still happy to lead school trip over the winter months but 

can only take a maximum of 30 children (rather than our maximum of 60 children in sum-

mer time) on each trip. 

  

Kind regards, 

Rose 

Deputy Ranger 

Northam Burrows Country Park 

 



Calling all children 4 to 14 years. 

Why not join the Junior Park Run.   

This is a 2K event for juniors only. 

Held every Sunday at 9am. 

At Rock Park, New Road, Barnstaple,  

North Devon EX32 9AQ. 

These events are free but you do need to register (click to register) 

before your first visit.   

Only register with parkrun once. 

Don’t forget to bring a printed copy of your barcode. 

Get registered in time for the Halloween event on  

Sunday, 31st October.  

Children can run in fancy dress. 

 

 

Well done to Mila-Rose  

who took part in the Great South Run! 

https://www.parkrun.org.uk/register/

