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Mr Quilter’s and Mrs Grimwood’s  Year 2’s visit to Barnstaple 
 

The Year 2 children had a great time on Tuesday learning more about our his-

torical town.  Everyone walked brilliantly into town and we were very lucky 

with the weather.    
 

Thanks to the Heritage and Cultural Department of  Barnstaple Town    Council 

our Bertie the Beagle trail helped us find out some important information 

about twin towns.  During our tour of the Guildhall we saw    Barnstaple’s treas-

ures in the Dodderidge room.    
 

Our guided tour of Barnstaple was a little windy and took us around Castle 

Mound, the Bridge, the Old School House and our four faced Liar 

(perhaps the children can explain what this is).    

We learned so much about the historic town we live in.  

It was great! 
 

We finished the day off with a visit to a slightly damp Rock Park. 
 

Thank you to the Friends of Orchard Vale for helping to cover the 

cost of this trip. 
 

Book Fair 
 

Thank you to everyone who has attended the book fair so far.  If you haven’t already, please do come along.  

There is a good selection of titles available on the shelves and lots of bargains.   

 

Well done to everyone who took part in the World Book Day Book Quiz.  All correct  

entries were placed in a hat and the following children were drawn out.   

 

Well done to Elsie, Mya, Nevaeh, Chloe-Rose and Sophia.   

They have each received a £5 voucher to spend at the fair.    

 

The fair will be in the school hall on  

Friday, 13th, Monday, 16th and Tuesday, 17th March at 8.30am to 8.45am and 3.15pm to 3.45pm. 

 

The more books we sell the more commission we will receive to buy books for our book corners and library. 

 

Thank you all for your support. 

 

We will let you know how much we raise towards 

books next week. 

 

 
 
 

Covid19 Virus 
 

We understand that everyone has their concerns about the Covid19 virus.   
 

Please be assured that as a school we are doing everything we have been asked to do by the Government 

agency, Public Health England.  We receive daily updates and advice and will pass on any important               

information as and when instructed to do so by them. 
 

If you have any concerns the Government Guidance is updated regularly and can be found on. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-

people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection


Nursery—This week 

Our focus this week has been daffodils and Spring. We have enjoyed using play-dough and paint to make     
daffodils. We have continued to talk about the story ‘We’re going on a Bear Hunt,’  and have been describing 
characters, settings and events. In maths, we have been counting flowers and matching them to the correct  
numerals. 

We have been learning about the letter ‘m’ and practising how to form it correctly. Next week we will be     
learning about the letter ‘e’.  If your child would like to bring in something beginning with that letter we can show 
it during our learning time.  

Have a lovely weekend.       

Mrs Youll  

Reception classes / Miss Cawthorne’s Year 1—This week 

We have had a fantastic week looking at Dragon Stew.  The children have been busy writing their own recipes 
for stew with some very interesting ingredients! They have also had lots of fun building their own Viking boat     
outside and painting pictures of different boats. In maths, the children have continued to look at addition and 
mastering using the part whole method.  

This week we have been looking at these sounds  er ure ture. 

Please let your class teacher know when your child knows all of their words on their word chart.   

For homework you could design or make your own dragon mask.  

Year 1- In maths, we have been busy mastering part whole method for addition. We wrote about what we 
would put in our own dragon stew.  The children have been getting to grips with new sounds in phonics. 

For homework you could write some words which include oy, ay, ea sounds.  

Next week our book is Zog. 

Have a great weekend.        

Miss Cawthorne and Miss Boundy  

Years 1 and 2—This week 

In English, we have been writing about our trip to historic Barnstaple.   In maths, Year 2’s have continued fractions 
and are now showing increasing understanding of half and quarter.  They have also been collecting data and 
putting this into charts.  Year 1’s have been measuring/weighing and comparing weights of objects.   In art, we 
explored backgrounds using a variety of media and are continuing to look at the Easter Story in RE. 
 

Our DT project, designing and building our own Pudding Lanes, is almost finished and we are looking forward to 
setting fire to them soon in our re-enactment of the Fire of London. 

Have a great weekend.           

Mr Quilter       Mrs Grimwood      Mrs Huggins      Mrs Oldfield 

Years 3 and 4— This week 

We have enjoyed finding out about the first Emperor of China, Qin Shi Huang, and his ideas of building the Great 

Wall of China.  We are starting to explore the history of the Terracotta Warriors, how they were found, their       

excavation, preservation and have designed our own.  We are looking forward to making our own terracotta 

warrior's next week with air drying clay.  
 

Homework— complete some good reading, practises your times tables and spellings ready for our test next 

week. 
 

Heatree Residential—Parent/child briefing Tuesday, 24th March —3.30pm—Miss Gulliford’s class. 
  

Have a good weekend.   

Miss Gulliford     Mrs Johnson      Mr Whapham 

Years 5 and 6—This week 

The children have completed some great work on setting descriptions following our woodland walk last week.  
They have produced some ambitious visual imagery.   
 

Nethercott residential—March’s instalment is now due. 

Homework and updates can be found on Seesaw.  If you need help with logging in please talk to your class 
teacher. 

Have good weekend.           

Miss Squire       Mrs Rana       Mr Lewis     Mrs Lowrey 



Future diary dates (don’t forget to check the school website, www.ovschool.co.uk for up to date information) 

 

Mon, 16th Mar—Scholastics Book Fair—8.30am to 9am / 3.15pm to 3.45pm—school hall 

Tue, 17th Mar—Scholastics Book Fair—8.30am to 9am / 3.15pm to 3.45pm—school hall 

Tue, 17th Mar—Years 5 and 6—Visit to Barnstaple Guildhall/tour of Barnstaple/Museum. 

Wed, 18th Mar—Key Stage 1 Parents—booked places for lunch. 

Thur, 19th Mar—Year 6 Rising Stars Basketball (selected team) 

Fri, 20th Mar—Group 1 and 3—Years 3 and 4 Bikeability session 

Fri, 20th Mar—Mayor’s Charity Concert—OV Choir attending 6.30pm to 7.45pm. 

Sat, 21st Mar—Exmoor Challenge training—8.30am to 5.30pm 

Mon, 23rd Mar—Group 1—Years 5 and 6 Bikeability sessions 

Tues, 24th Mar—Group 1—Years 5 and 6 Bikeability sessions 

Tues, 24th Mar—Years 5 and 6—Girls Football Festival—Park School—9.30am to 1pm 

Tue, 24th Mar— Years 3 and 4—Heatree Residential Parent/Child briefing meeting—3.30pm—Miss Gulliford’s class 

Wed, 25th Mar—Group 2—Years 5 and 6 Bikeability session 

Thurs, 26th Mar—Group 2—Years 5 and 6 Bikeability session 

Thurs, 26th Mar—Year 5 and 6—Boys Football Festival—Park School—9.30am to 3pm 

Thurs, 26th Mar—Orchard Vale Easter Bake Off Competition. 

Fri, 27th Mar—Group 2 and 4—Years 3 and 4 Bikeability sessions 

Fri, 27th Mar—Year  6—Exmoor Challenge Training 

 

Lunch menu week commencing 16th March 2020 
Please see the website for our Autumn 2019/Spring 2020 menu) 

School dinners are now £2.30. 

Dates and Events 

 
 

The children in years 3 and 4 are being encouraged to read every day.  Once they have read for 25 consecutive 
days they gain a place on the Proud Cloud in class.  Well done to this week to: 

 

Miss Gulliford’s class Ray Roberts , Ethan Parfitt, Shaila Bishop 



Friends of Orchard Vale  

Easter Bingo 

Friday, 27th March 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doors open 6.30pm, eyes down 7pm 

Bingo books are £5 for 6 games or can be bought individually for £1 per game.  

You can buy half a book for £2.50.  

Lot of lovely cream eggs -  1st line prize   Beautiful Easter Hamper - Full house on each game  

 

  

  

 

 

 

We will have a raffle and be selling refreshments on the night. 

 

This is a lovely evening for all the family, please come along and support the volunteers of the Friends of Orchard 

Vale and help us raise much needed funds for the school. 

 

 

  

Friends of Orchard Vale 

Annual General Meeting 

Friday, 20th March  

3.30pm 

Reception Classes 
 

 

After three years of being Chair I have taken the decision to step down.   

 

I have had an amazing time in this role and had the pleasure to work with some fantastically dedicated parents 

and staff members, raising a huge amount of money for our school and children.  It is now time for someone else 

to have a go and take the helm. 

 

We will be holding an Annual General Meeting on Friday, 20th March, 3.30pm in Reception Classes.  All roles held 

within the ptfa will be up for re-election.  We would need as many of you as possible to attend to vote on who 

you would like in the team to run the show going forward. 

 

If you would like to put yourself forward for a position or would like to know more please get in touch. 

 

 

Claire Knight, Chair 
 

 

Adult Flyer   

£35 cash for lucky house winner  

£15 cash for the first line.  

Children's Flyer   
Prize to be confirmed 

Tickets for these are £1 each   





Events at Barnstaple Library over the Easter break. 
 

April Events in the FabLab, book via fablabdevon.org: 

 

Wednesday 1st  

Laser cut Perspex Stencils 11am-12pm £7.50 6-16yrs 

 

Thursday 2nd 

Springtime Vinyl Stickers 2pm-3pm £7.50 6-16yrs 

 

Tuesday 7th  

2D Drawing Laser cut Coaster 11am-12:30pm £10 12-16yrs 

 

Wednesday 8th 

3D Printed Rabbits 11am -12pm £7.50 6-16yrs 

 

Litcraft sessions every Thursday Afternoon (Focusing on Treasure Island): 

4pm-6pm Suitable for ages 7-16. £20 for all 5 sessions or £5 per session. Find out more and book via fablabdev-

on.org 

2nd 1 hour of Litcraft 1 hour of Story Stones 

9th 1 hour of Litcraft 1 hour of 3D Block Building 

16th 1 hour of Litcraft 1 hour of Treasure hunt and Pirate Flags 

23rd 1 hour of Litcraft 1 hour of 3D Printed Minecraft Animals 

30th 1 Hour of Litcraft 1 hour of 2D Vinyl Pirate Clothes 

  

Wednesday 1st April 2-3pm and every Wednesday - Wednesday Wanderers- Are you aged 55 and over? Want to 

enjoy the outdoors more? Want to be a bit more active?  Join us for a friendly walk exploring the walking routes 

around Barnstaple and over the weeks maybe make some new friends too. Programme funded by Connecting 

Actively to Nature-Active Devon. Suggested donation of £2 per session to help cover costs. Book your place 

via barnstaple.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk or on 01271 318780 or in person at the library. 

 

Thursday 2nd April 10-12pm - Easter Crafts - no need to book, just drop-in. Suitable for all ages. Under 8s to be ac-

companied.  Donations welcomed for this free event. 

 

Thursday 2nd April 2pm - James D Mortain Author event £3 including refreshments. Book and pay at the library. 

 

Tuesday 7th April 3-4pm - Weekly Mindfulness sessions Bring some clarity and focus to your life by practising Mind-

fulness at these friendly weekly sessions. £4 per session. Please book and pay at the library. 

 

Wednesday 8th April 10-12 - Easter Crafts - no need to book, just drop-in. Suitable for all ages. Under 8s to be ac-

companied. Donations welcomed for this free event. 

 

Thursday 9th April 10.45-11.45 - Hen Welfare Trust: Amazing Eggs workshop suitable for children 5 and above.  Free 

event, book at the library. Donations welcomed. 

 

Thursday 9th April 10.45-11.45 - Hen Welfare Trust: Claws, Wings and Other Things suitable for children 5 and 

above.  Free event, book at the library. Donations welcomed. 

 

Wednesday 15th April 7.00-8.30pm - John's Delicatessen of Instow and Appledore: Its History and Role in Food cul-

ture. An illustrated talk by Mr Anthony Johns. 

Supported by Barnstaple Library Friends group. Tickets £8 to include a light buffet and refreshments with John's 

local produce. Raffle on the night. 

 

Friday 17th April 9.30-5.30pm - TEDx Exeter streaming live at Barnstaple Library. Please enquire at the library to 

book your place and register your interest. Ticket cost TBC. 

 

b 7-8.30pm - Virginia Baily- Author event at Barnstaple Library 

 

Tickets £5 to include a glass of wine or a soft drink. Please book your place at the library. Payment required at 

time of booking.  Books supported by Waterstones available to buy on the night. Please bring cash. Raffle on the 

night to win a signed copy of one of Virginia’s Books. 

mailto:barnstaple.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk









