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           Years 5/6 Sports Hall Athletics Festival 
Well done to the 12 children who represented OV in the Sports Hall Athletics Festival at 

Park Community School.  Our team competed against 7 other schools and finished in 2nd, 

place only missing out on top spot by 6 points. 
 

The children took part in long jump; 1 lap sprint; 2 lap sprint; chest throw; speed jumps and 

a team relay. 
 

An excellent performance by all.  Behaviour and sportsmanship were exceptional. 

                         Choir at the Barnstaple Town Council’s Christmas 

Fayre 

Our choir were honoured to be asked to perform at the Barnstaple Town 

Council’s Christmas fayre and carol service on Thursday.  ‘We had a lovely 

time last night opening the Mayor’s   carol concert with three of our favourite 

songs and singing the rest of the carols with the two adult choirs.  There was 

a big audience watching and we met these two very tall people.’ 

                                                Antarctic Week 

On Wednesday, a group of STEM enthusiasts from years 4-6 were chosen to take part in a live web chat with a 

polar scientist.  The scientist’s name was Julien Bodart, who is currently studying the Thwaites Glacier in Antarctica, 

investigating how the glacier is retreating and how this connects to rising sea levels.  Julien was very impressed 

with the questions the children had prepared; he could see they had researched them thoroughly.  It was such a 

fantastic opportunity for the children to be inspired 

by someone working within STEM subjects.   

Any one of them may be a scientist of the future! 

   You can find out more about Julien on   

     https://thwaitesglacier.org/people/julien-bodart  

Christmas Dinner and Christmas jumper day—Wednesday, 11th December 

All meals MUST to be pre-booked  

Price is £2.30 

If you would like your child to have a Christmas dinner on Wednesday, 11th December please ensure you have 

ordered this from the school office in advance.   

Foundation/KS1 children MUST pre-book this meal even though you receive the Government Free School Meals.  

(please see the poster at the end of this newsletter).  

                                                           Menu 

                                   Roast turkey, stuffing, pigs in blankets,  

                mixed vegetables, roast/creamed potatoes with gravy  

                                               or vegetarian roast 

                     Ice cream or Christmas pudding with ice cream. 

                                                           Design a coat for the OV sheep 

We have already received some wonderful designs for the OV sheep and some great suggestions 

for it’s name. 

South Molton Community College and The Big Sheep have provided us with a life sized resin sheep 

which is grazing on the Key Stage 2 corridor at the moment.  The children have been invited to  

create a design to cover it.  The winning design(s) will be recreated by us onto our sheep.   

The long term aim is for the sheep to become a traveling exhibition raising awareness of mental health issues for 

the young.  If your child would like to submit a design a copy of the entry form is at the bottom of this newsletter. 

https://thwaitesglacier.org/people/julien-bodart


Wanted  
Miss Gulliford and Mr Whapham would be very grateful for any empty, clean, glass jam jars. 

Drinks Bottles 
It is a proven fact that having access to a drink of water throughout the day  enhances           

children’s concentration at school. 

 

Children are able to bring a drink in a labelled, plastic drinks bottle which is usually kept next to 

the class sink/or on the class trolley. 

 

To avoid the spread of germs we do not recommend the use of cups in the classroom or for    

children to share drinks so please do send your child into school with their own drinks bottle.  

Christmas Performances 2019 

We are in full swing with our performance rehearsals.   
 

If you are attending a day time performance could you please wait in the courtyard near 
the Main Office ready to be let into the school hall at 9.15am to be seated.   

Don’t forget to let your class teacher know if you intend to come so that we can ensure we 
have enough seating for everyone.  Initially allocation will be 2 seats per family to allow 
every child to have a family member present. 
 

For Safeguarding reasons, If you are planning on taking photos or videos, we have children 
at Orchard Vale whose photos should not appear in the public domain.  On entry to the 
hall you will be asked to sign to say you will not put photos of any child, other than your 
own, onto social media. 

Reception—Thursday, 12th December—9.30am to 10.30am 

Please could the children bring in their party outfits by Monday 9th December in a bag labelled with their name.  

Key Stage One—Friday, 13th December— 9.30am to 10.30am 

Please could the children bring in their festive jumper next week ready for our performance on Friday.  Don’t for-
get it is Christmas jumper day on Wednesday.  

Nursery—Monday, 16th December—9.30am to 10.30am (If your child does not attend Nursery on Monday      
mornings, but you would like them to take part in the performance, please could we ask you to bring your child to 
Nursery for 9am and stay with them until just before the performance in order for us to adhere to our adult:child 
ratios. 

Key Stage Two—Wednesday, 18th December—3.30pm to 4.30pm—in the Forest School area. 

Parents and children are invited back to school and the Forest School area to join us in singing carols.  It would be 
lovely if the children could wear their Christmas jumpers.  Children will be the responsibility of their parents at this 
event.  

After School Sports Clubs 

Key Stage One after school Ball Club with Mr Quilter on Thursday has now finished this term.   
 

Running Club—Monday, 9th December will be the last running club of the term. 
 

Other after school sports club with Mr Ovey will continue into the last week of term. 

 

IMPORTANT—To ensure the safety of the children, if your child no longer wishes to attend an after 

school sports club Mr Ovey requires a letter from parents to this effect so that class teachers can 

be made aware that a child should remain in school at the end of the day or are allowed to 

leave to walk home/be collected. 
 

Spring Term after school clubs—Letters will be sent out in the Spring term for children to sign up to new clubs. 

General Election Day—Thursday, 12th December 
 

Orchard Vale’s Community Room will be used as a polling station for the General Election next Thursday.   
 

Please could all parents be aware that there may be a higher than normal demand for parking spaces       

throughout the day from 7am until 10pm.   
 

Your co-operation, consideration and understanding would be greatly appreciated. 



Reception Class’/Miss Cawthorne’s Year 1’s week: 

We have had a fantastic week learning about ‘We’re are Going on a Bear Hunt’. The children have learnt the 
story and acted it out with their friends. We all enjoyed collaging bears and building our own bear caves.  

This week Miss Boundy’s class have been revising all sounds learnt so far. 

Miss Cawthorne’s class have begun to look at the sounds oa o.  Please continue to read and look at your word 

charts at home.  Let your class teacher know when your child has learnt their words.  

We are continuing our reading challenge next week and will total up the number of times your child has read 
next Friday. There will be a prize for the child who has read the most.  

Year 1- This week the children have been writing about a Christmas scene and have completed some amazing 
sentences independently. In maths, we have continued to look at estimation. Please continue with the reading 
challenge next week.  

Christmas Performance- Please bring in all children’s’ party outfits by Monday 9th December in a bag labelled 
with their name.  

Next week we will continue studying ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ and will be start our Christmas stories. 

Have a great weekend.                         Miss Cawthorne       Miss Boundy 

Key Stage One’s week: 

In English, Mr Quilter’s class have finished writing our instructions using time connectives.  Mrs Grimwood/            

Mrs Huggins’ class enjoyed their shared story of ‘How to wash a cheeky chimp’ and have started writing their 

own versions with loads of imaginative ideas. 
 

In maths, Year 2’s have continued to grapple with subtraction and practised adding 3 small numbers together, 

looking for pairs of numbers that were easy to add.  Year 1’s have begun exploring 100 squares and looked for 

patterns. 
 

We have been learning about what Christmas means to Christians and are busy making Christmas crafts for the 

children to bring home. 
 

We loved making the props for our performance.  The children have been fantastic learning their songs in     

preparation for our Christmas celebration next Friday ee details above).   

Have a super weekend.                         Mr Quilter     Mrs Grimwood     Mrs Huggins    Mrs Oldfield 

Years 3 and 4’s week: 

This week we have been working hard on our own play scripts. We are beginning to plan and write our own     

versions of traditional tales. We must say that there are some wonderful performers in each class and the        

charismatic performances have been brilliant to watch! 
 

We are starting to explore light within science - finding out which sources of light are natural, artificial and if they 

are primary or secondary sources - eg those that reflect. 
 

Next week we are looking forward to Christmas dinner day and watching the lower key stages performances. 
 

Homework— Don’t forget to continue completing Times Table Rock Stars online, learn your spellings ready for the 

test next week, read a book and complete a book review.  

Nursery this week: 
This week we have been learning about the Nativity story.  We had ‘Nativity’ themed colouring and puzzles and 
have been practising our cutting skills to make angels. We learnt about Advent and have been taking it in turns 
to open a window on our calendar each day. As part of our festive celebrations, all the children will make a 
Christingle to bring home. In maths, we have been looking at patterns and making paper chains using two then 
three colours. We have also been busy of course practising our play and singing lots of Christmas songs.  

Dress rehearsal 9th December. Nursery performance 16th December 9.30am 

Have a lovely weekend                 Mrs Youll  

Years 5 and 6 week: 
 

In English, we have been starting to write our newspaper reports for King Duncan's death in Macbeth.  

 

We have put information about homework etc on Seesaw.  Don’t forget to practise your times tables/spelling for 

testing next week.  They can practise maths on the website www.mathstest.org and spellings/homework on     

Seesaw https://app.seesaw.me/.    
 

Have a wonderful weekend.                Mrs Lavictoire     Miss Squire       Mr Lewis 

https://app.seesaw.me/


Lunch menu week commencing 9th December 2019 
(Please see the website for our new Autumn 2019/Spring 2020 menu) 

 
School dinners are now £2.30. 

Friends of Orchard Vale News 
 

The Friends of Orchard Vale (FoOV) have some fun events this year to raise funds to help subsidise 

trips and events across the school as well as equipment for classes and bigger projects. 
 

 

Wed, 18th Dec—We will be providing refreshment for the Key Stage Two carols in the Forest School—3.30pm to 

4.30pm. 
 

We would like to thank all our families and friends for their tremendous support this term with our fundraising        

activities.  We are always on the look out for new members.  If you are interested please speak to Claire Knight or 

another member of the Friends of Orchard Vale. 

Future Diary Dates (don’t forget to check the school website, www.ovschool.co.uk for up to date information) 

Mon, 9th Dec—10.30am—Nursery rehearsal for Christmas celebration 

Mon, 9th Dec—1pm to 2pm—Nursery January Starter Taster session 

Wed, 11th Dec—School Council Xmas Jumper day (children can wear their jumpers over their uniform) 

Wed, 11th Dec—Whole school Xmas dinner 

Wed, 11th Dec— 9.30am—Reception dress rehearsal for Christmas celebration 

Thurs, 12th Dec—9.30am to 10.30am—Reception Christmas celebration (school hall) 

Thurs, 12th Dec— 9.30am to 2pm—Choir Community Carol Singing Day 

Fri, 13th Dec—9.30am—Key Stage One—Christmas celebration (school hall)  

Fri, 13th Dec—Stagecoach—Santa bus visit  

Fri, 13th Dec— 6.45pm to 7.30pm—Choir Christmas carol concert—Christ Church, Bear Street. 

Mon, 16th Dec—Stagecoach—Santa bus visit  

Mon, 16th Dec—9.30am to 10.30am—Nursery Christmas celebration (school hall) 

Mon, 16th Dec—1pm to 2pm—Nursery January Starter Taster session 

Tue, 17th Dec— 9.45am to 1.15pm—Panto—Snow White—Queen’s Theatre, Barnstaple—10am to 1.30pm 

Wed, 18th Dec—3.30pm to 4.30pm—Key Stage Two— 

Carols in the Forest School 3.30pm to 4.30pm. Children and their families can join us in the Forest School area for 
festive carols. (Children will be the responsibility of their parents) 

 

Fri, 20th Dec—Last day of term. 

Dates  and Events  

http://www.ovschool.co.uk/









