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Year 6—Geography and Orienteering Days 

Over the past three weeks small groups of year 6 children have been taking part in geography and orienteering 
days led by Mr Magson and Mrs Harding.   

This has involved walking up to 6½ miles over varying terrain around the     
Goodleigh/Whiddon Valley area.  With the changeable weather we have 
been experiencing the children have coped brilliantly in wet and cold         
conditions, with some areas proving to be like a mud bath.   

This year we will be entering 3 teams of Year 6 children for the Exmoor         
Challenge in May.  The Challenge entails children following a 16 mile,             
unmarked route using instructions, map reading and compass skills.   

Our local walks will give the children an idea of the challenges they may face 
if they take part.   All Year 6 children will be invited to apply for a place on the 
teams, with the successful candidates taking part in 7  practice walks after 
half term, where they can improve their navigation skills. 

Key Stage Two Residentials 2020 

Heatree Activity Centre, Manaton, Dartmoor—Years 3 and 4—27th to 29th April 

Instalments due 6th January, 3rd February, 2nd March, 1st April 
 

Farms for City Children, Nethercott Farm, —Years 5 and 6 – 26th June to 3rd July 

Instalments due 6th January, 3rd February, 2nd March, 1st April, 1st May, 1st June. 
 

Please don’t forget to keep up with your instalment if your child is attending one of our residentials this year.   

It is important to keep up with the payments to ensure the whole amount is paid before departure. 

Key Stage One—Fire of London Topic Work 

The children in Key Stage One have enjoyed researching the Fire of Lon-
don, which happened in September 1666. 
 

Mrs Oldfield’s class have carried out a comparison of Barnstaple in 1666 
and in 2020 and Tudor houses and modern houses. 

 

They have created their own Pudding Lane in class and will be adding fire 
to it over the next few weeks. 

Out of hours access to school grounds 

Due to recent vandalism out of hours around the school, we will be locking the gates to the main      
playground at the end of the school day, at 4.45pm, over the weekend and during school holidays. 

Barnstaple We’ve Got Talent watch out for Miss Gulliford’s class 

Miss Gulliford’s class have been learning to play notes GAG GAG AAA GAG on their recorders.   
 

This forms the chorus of ‘Three Little Birds’ which the class are currently working on.  They hope to 
be able to   combine singing and the instrumental to be able to perform later in the term to the 
rest of the school. 

No Girls Football Club After School —Friday, 31st January 

                             Please note that this club will not be running on Friday, 31st January 



Nursery—This week 

We have been learning all about polar animals which live in cold climates. We have enjoyed playing with our toy 

plastic polar animals and ice in the play tray. In maths, we have been looking at numbers 1-10 and matching 

them to the correct number quantity.  We have practiced our cutting skills making penguins and making pictures 

with lots of different materials. We have started our learning about letters and this week we have learnt about 

the letter ‘s.’ 

Every Monday we will be taking part in Forest School activities so please provide wellington boots and              

waterproof suits, if you have them. To save time it would be much appreciated if your child can arrive ready in 

their boots. (Please put your child’s shoes on their pegs.) 

Have a fantastic weekend.          Mrs Youll  

Reception classes / Miss Cawthorne’s Year 1—This week 

We have had a fantastic week learning all about Tyrannosaurs Drip. The children loved designing their own     
dinosaurs and writing about them. We have been busy acting out the stories using the dinosaurs and discussing 
the dinosaur names and facts.  

Reception - Here are the sounds we have been looking at. 

Miss Boundy’s Class- wh cks tch nk                Miss Cawthorne’s Class- ow oi ear ur or ur air 

Please let your class teacher know when your child knows all of the words on their word chart.   

Year 1- In Maths we have continued using the part whole model for addition and have looked at missing number 
problems.  We have been impressed with the progress the children are making in their reading.  We have been 
busy practicing writing our tricky words. For homework you could practice spelling the words, was, said, they, 
there, and see if you can write a sentence using these words.  

P.E days - Monday and Friday for both classes, all children are now getting changed for PE so please bring kit on 
these days.  

Next week are looking at dinosaur fact books.  

Have a super weekend.          Miss Cawthorne      Miss Boundy 

Years 1 and 2—This week 

In English, we have written our own stories, the children have used some exciting adjectives in order to improve 
their work, which looks amazing.  Mrs Grimwood’s class used the bare bones of King of the Birds to start          
composing their shared class story King of the Trees.  

In maths, we have continued with multiplying and will soon be looking at division (sharing).  The children are    
doing really well counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. 

We have started looking at Picasso’s work in art drawing some lovely portraits. 

We are enjoying researching the Great Fire of London and events that happened in September 1666.  We have 
been learning to play keyboards in class and are gradually getting better at playing  ‘London’s Burning’ or 
‘London Bridge is Falling Down’ and have been singing some Fire of London songs. 

Have a great weekend.   

Mr Quilter       Mrs Grimwood      Mrs Huggins      Mrs Oldfield 

Years 3 and 4— This week 

This week we have enjoyed researching the seven wonders of the world.  We have been finding information by 

using iPad safely and locating the wonders on a map.  We are beginning to look at locations such as continents, 

countries, nearest cities and hemispheres. 

 

Miss Gulliford’s class have been busy learning ‘Three Little Birds’ and have enjoyed performing the song in groups.  

We have also started to learn to play notes on the recorders. 

 

Homework – Please revise your knowledge organiser as your teacher will be testing you next week. 
 

We hope you have a super weekend.     Miss Gulliford     Mrs Johnson      Mr Whapham 

Years 5 and 6—This week 

We have started researching Jane Goodall, the primatologist, anthropologist and the world's foremost expert in 

chimpanzees.  In Art, we have been experimenting with tone and colour in our work on areas in North Devon. 

Homework and updates are all on Seesaw.   If you need help logging in please talk to your class teacher. 

Please could the children practise times tables and spelling for testing next week.  They can practise maths on 
the website www.mathstest.org and spellings/homework on Seesaw https://app.seesaw.me/.    

Have a good weekend.          Miss Squire       Mrs Rana       Mr Lewis     Mrs Lowrey 

https://app.seesaw.me/


Future diary dates (don’t forget to check the school website, www.ovschool.co.uk for up to date information) 

 

Fri, 31st Jan—Non Uniform day—raising money for Ocean Revival. 

Fri, 31st Jan—Visit by Royal Marines and their boat—Ocean Revival. 

Fri, 31st Jan—Year 5—Geography walk—Group 3 

Fri, 31st Jan—Year 6—Geography/Orienteering walk—Group 1 

Tue, 4th Feb—School Council—Magic Martin (interactive Magic Show)—Reception and Key Stage One 

Wed, 5th Feb—Devon Ability Games (North) 

Fri, 7th Feb—Year 6—Geography/Orienteering walk (Group 2) 

Fri, 7th Feb—Year 5/6—Netball Competition 

Tue, 11th Feb—School Council—Big Breakfast (whole school will be provided with breakfast in class at 9am) 

Wed, 12th Feb—School Council—Non Uniform Day in aid of Julien House homeless charity 

Wed, 12th Feb—Key Stage Two Assembly—Julien House—homeless charity 

Fri, 14th Feb—Year 6—Geography/Orienteering walk (Group 3) 

Mon, 17th to Fri, 21st Feb—HALF TERM 

Lunch menu week commencing 27th January 2020 
Please see the website for our Autumn 2019/Spring 2020 menu) 

School dinners are now £2.30. 

Dates and Events 

                          Friends of Orchard Vale News 

The Friends of Orchard Vale (FoOV) plan events through the year to raise funds to help subsidise trips 

and events across the school as well as equipment for classes and larger projects. 

We are desperate for people to help out on Tuck Shop mornings, from 9am to 11am, on the first Tuesday of each 

month.  All volunteers must be DBS checked, which is a relatively quick process and free to you.  If you are not 

DBS checked please speak to the school office who will be happy to start the process. 

Tue, 4th Feb—Tuck Shop 

 Lost 

Please could we ask you to check at home to see if your child has accidentally picked up an         

Orchard Vale sweatshirt with Katie-Jayne written on the label.                                                                     

If you find one please could you bring it to the school office.    

                                                                    Wanted 

Little Seeds are looking for donations of pots, pans, lids, guttering and drainpipes to be 

mounted on their fence and used for outside water and musical play.                              If 

you have any that you would like to donate please bring these to the school office.   



       Sustainable Travel  

to school and cycle safety 

We have been lucky enough to be offered FREE 
Bikeability sessions.   
 

Level 1 - Years 3/4 

Fri, 20th and Fri, 27th March 

These sessions will take part on the playground. 

Level 2— Year 6 

Mon, 23rd Tue, 24th, Wed, 25 and Thur, 26th March 

These sessions will take part on the playground and on 
roads in Whiddon Valley. 

Letters will come home this week, we have limited 
spaces and these will be allocated on a first come, 
first served basis.   

The children must be able to ride a bicycle without 
stabilisers and have good balance/control.  They will 
need to be able to bring in their own bicycles and 
helmets.  Bikes must be roadworthy. 
 

As you will appreciate this course is valuable in mak-
ing children aware of how to stay safe when cycling. 
 

If your child would like to take up this offer please 
read the literature above, complete the form and re-
turn it to Mrs Manley by Friday, 14th February.  You will 
be notified by letter if you have secured a place for 
your child by Friday, 6th March. 



       Visit to Orchard Vale by Ocean Revival Team—Friday, 31st January 

Ocean Revival 2020 are partnering with Plastic Oceans UK to deliver an educational programme to school 

across the UK.  Matt Mason and his team will be visiting Orchard Vale on Friday, 31st January to talk to us 

about oceans, marine life and the effect plastic and our own human behaviour is having on those systems.  

Matt and his team will be bringing the Rossiter 2 Pure Class Ocean rowing boat they will be using for the 

challenge for the children to have a look at. 

To support their amazing fundraising feet we will be holding a non-uniform day on Friday, 31st January and 

inviting children/parents to make a donation towards this very worthy cause. 

affecting 






