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                                                                  Bonfire Night 

The School Council bonfire night was a huge success.  Thank you to the staff, parents and Friends of Orchard Vale 

for working so hard behind the scenes.  Thank you to everyone who attended—we hope you had a good time.  

With your kind donations for the non-uniform day, cake sale and bonfire night the School Council has raised 

£726.55 and will be planning a whole school treat shortly. 

 

The children in Little Seeds collected toilet rolls to use as tools to make some 

fantastic firework pictures.  They were exploring with colour and made the 

loud fireworks noises.  Our Nursery children used marbles and paint to        

explore colours and how they can be changed.  The children discussed 

how to stay safe when around bonfires and fireworks.     

 

Remembrance  

A group of Years 5 and 6 children represented Orchard Vale at the Children's Remembrance Service at Rock Park 

hosted by the Mayor of Barnstaple.  Schools across Barnstaple sent representatives to mark the end of World War 

One in 1918 and to remember those who died in conflict since.  There was a short address by Reverend Fletcher 

followed by the Last Post and school representatives laid wreaths and planted crosses in the flower bed. 

Mrs Oldfield’s class have been thinking about Remembrance and why we 

wear Poppies.  The children learnt a lot and really enjoyed making their   

Remembrance posters and silhouettes, discussing the new words and      

information they have learnt while making them. 

                                            Sports for Champions UK 

Don’t forget to bring in your sponsorship monies for our Sports for Champion day later in the month. 

Please could we have all sponsor monies in school by Wed 13th November.  

Tempest Photographs—order deadline Friday, 15th November 

If you would like to order copies of the individual/family/sibling photos please return your envelopes/payments to 

the school office by Friday,15th November.  Please could you enclose the correct amount of cash. 

                  Parent/Pupil/Teacher Interviews—Wednesday, 13th November 

It was lovely meeting some of you this week, we hope you found the interviews informative.   

The next set of parent/pupil/teacher interviews will be next Wednesday.  

                  German Measles (Rubella) 
 

A child in school has been diagnosed with German Measles (Rubella). 
 

Symptoms take 14-21 days to develop after exposure to the virus (the incubation period)   

Symptoms—a red/pink spotty rash starting behind the ears and spreading to the head, neck and body.   

The rash can be difficult to see but the skin may feel rough or bumpy.   

Other symptoms may include aching joints, cough, sneezing/runny nose, headaches, sore throat or red eyes.   

The infectious period starts 7 days before the appearance of the rash and lasts for 5 days after the onset of the 

rash, after which your child can return to school.   

IMPORTANT—the illness is mild in children, however, if a pregnant woman is exposed to the infection, it can have 

a serious affect on the unborn child.  If you think you may have been exposed please consult your doctor for   

advice. 



Reception/Miss Cawthorne— Miss Cawthorne’s Year 1’s week: 

We have had a lovely week learning about the book ‘We’re Roaming in the Rainforest’.  The children have      
enjoyed learning about the different animals and where the rainforest is. They have been busy drawing the ani-
mals and making their own repeating patterns.  

This week we have been revising all the sounds we have learnt so far.  Miss Cawthorne’s class have looked at the 
sounds y z zz qu.  Please practice these at home, along with your word charts.  

We have loved hearing about the fireworks the children have seen this week. For homework you could create 
your own firework picture.  

Year 1- This week we have been busy writing sentences about the animals in our story. In maths, we have been 
looking at sorting numbers from greatest to smallest. For homework this week you could write some news that you 
would like to share with the class.  

Our book next week is The Odd Egg.           We hope you all have a fantastic weekend.   

Miss Cawthorne and Miss Boundy 

Key Stage One’s week: 
 
We have been writing our own story ‘The Revolting Chips’, based on ‘The Disgusting Sandwich’. The children 
were full of great ideas. 
 
In maths, we added multiples of 10 and added a single digit to a 2 digit number. 
 
We looked at the world map and located where in the world tropical rainforests are located.  
 
Mrs Oldfield’s class have enjoyed learning about Remembrance and why we wear poppies. 
 
Mr Quilter     Mrs Grimwood     Mrs Huggins    Mrs Oldfield 

Years 3 and 4’s week: 

We have enjoyed finding out the true story of firework night and the divide in religious opinions.  The children have 

used their British values to be considerate of other faiths and beliefs.  In maths, we have started to explore         

different addition methods that include number bond knowledge—please help your child to clearly knows their 

number bond facts.  
 

In English, we have been exploring persuasion and considering points of views of characters.  Homework is liked 

to this. 

Homework 

Please could the children learn their spellings, practice times tables and complete the English homework task in 

their homework books.   Don’t forget the Rock Stars competition next week (see the next page for more            

information).            

Enjoy your weekend.                  Miss Gulliford   Mrs Johnson   Mr Whapham 

Nursery this week: 
This week we have been learning about fireworks and singing firework themed songs. Our role-play area is now a 

dark area where we pretend we are watching fireworks by creating our own sounds using instruments and     

making firework movements by shaking colourful pom poms. This week we have been watching Power Points 

about Bonfire Night and reading, ‘The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark.’ We have continued practising our cutting 

and counting skills and making lots of different objects with the play-dough using a firework theme. We have also 

made lovely firework pictures by rolling marbles in paint and watching colours merge and change. On Monday 

11th November we will be leaving for the whole school Remembrance Service at 10am so we will not be going to 

Forest School.  

Monday, 11th November—9am to 9.30am— September starters informal chat— If your child joined Nursery in   

September I have organised an drop in morning for you to pop in to find out how your child is settling in. 

Have a great weekend.          Mrs Youll  

Years 5 and 6 week: 
 

Our Shakespeare performers are looking forward to their final rehearsal and performance next week.  We hope 

they all enjoy the experience.  
 

Don’t forget to take part in the Times Tables Rock Stars competition next week(see the next page for more            

information).  Our weekly times tables and spelling tests are on Thursdays—please encourage your child to     

practise maths on the website www.mathstest.org and spellings/homework on Seesaw https://app.seesaw.me/.    
 

Final information about the trip to Hampton Court on Friday, 15th November will be sent home on Tuesday next 

week. 

We hope you have a wonderful weekend.   Mrs Lavictoire     Miss Squire       Mr Lewis 

https://app.seesaw.me/


Key Stage 2—Maths Week 

Times Tables Rock Stars 

Monday, 11th to Friday, 15th November 

 

As part of our Key Stage 2 Rock Stars Times Tables programme, the children in 

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6  will be competing in a week long competition. 

The competition will be against schools and children around the country,           

focusing on the accuracy of times tables. 

The children will be given time to play in school, as well as encouragment to 

compete at home as much as possible. 

The competition will be scored on the average amount of correct answers per 

pupil.  The winning school and classes from across the country will receive        

certificates and trophies. 

Please encourage your child/ren to log in and compete as much as possible   

during this week. 

Good Luck! 



Lunch menu week commencing 11th November 2019 
(Please see the website for our new Autumn 2019/Spring 2020 menu) 

NOTICE TO PARENTS 
School dinners are now £2.30. 

Pre-book your Christmas Dinner 2019 

Wednesday, 11th December  
In order for us to cater for everyone, if your child would like a Christmas dinner please could you sign and return 

the tear-off slip sent home this week by 20th November (see copy at the end of this newsletter).  All dinners must 

be pre-booked whether you are free school meals, Government free school meals and or pay for your lunches. 

Price is £2.30 for roast turkey, stuffing, pigs in blankets, mixed vegetables, roast/creamed potatoes with gravy or 

vegetarian roast—desert is ice cream/Christmas pudding with ice cream. 

Friends of Orchard Vale News 
 

The Friends of Orchard Vale (FoOV) have some fun events this year to raise funds to help subsidise 

trips and events across the school as well as equipment for classes and bigger projects. 
 

 

WANTED—Do you have any pre-loved Christmas Jumpers you would like to donate to the Friends of Orchard Vale. 

 

Fri, 29th November—Harry Potter Quiz Night 

Tues, 3rd December—Tuck Shop  

Wed,  4th December—New 2 U Xmas jumper sale 

Date to be changed due to General Election and will be advised shortly —Christmas Discos  

Future Diary Dates (don’t forget to check the school website, www.ovschool.co.uk for up to date information) 

Mon, 11th Nov—Whole School Remembrance Service at Whiddon Valley Evangelical Church 

Tue, 12th Nov—Years 5/6—Shakespeare Schools’ Festival rehearsals and performance. 

Wed, 13th Nov—KS2—Cross Country Team—Bratton Fleming Cross Country Race 

Wed, 13th Nov—Parent/Pupil/Teacher interviews  

Thurs, 14th Nov—School Council—NON UNIFORM day for Children in Need 

Fri, 15th Nov— Years 5/6 trip to Hampton Court or in school Tudor/Elizabethan activity day 

Tue, 19th Nov—Year 2 and Year 5—Fire Safety Assembly 

Tue, 19th Nov—Rising Stars in PE—Gymnastics and Tennis day 

Thurs, 28th Nov—Sports 4 Champions—Assembly and sponsored circuit sessions. 

Thurs, 28th Nov—Teachers Rock Choir Exeter Cathedral 

Dates  and Events  

http://www.ovschool.co.uk/













