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Years 3 and 4 trip to Watermouth Castle 

Despite the very changeable weather on Tuesday the 

children and staff in Years 3 and 4 had a wonderful day 

at Watermouth Castle.  The children have come back 

eager to start their factual reports using the  inspiration 

they gained during the day. 

Thank you to the Friends of Orchard Vale for helping to 

subsidise this trip. 

Mental Health Awareness Day 

On Thursday, class teachers talked to the children about mental health, coping strategies to support difficult     

situations and the importance of talking to someone if you have any worries. 

Sports for Champions UK 

Over the next week the children from Reception to Year 6 will learn about the 

Sports for Champions UK initiative.  We are excited that Ezekiel Ewulo, Olympic 

long jumper will be visiting us in November.  In his career Ezekiel has represented 

Great Britain and Nigeria.  The children will bring home sponsorship forms for 

them to obtain safe sponsors to help raise money for school resources and to 

support top athletes in UK.  

School Council—Bonfire Night—Tuesday, 5th November  - 5.pm to 7.30pm 
 

The School Council will be organising free activities this year, colouring, craft and treasure trail in the 

forest school area.  Activities will finish at 6.30pm when our bonfire will be lit.      
 

The Friends of Orchard Vale will be helping us serve a selection of hot food and drinks  costing £1 

and under. 
 

Places cost  £2 per person (adults/children)   
  

For Health and Safety Reasons we All places must be pre-booked (see letter at the end of this news-

letter). 

      Flu Immunisations 

The School Nurses visited us on Wednesday to provide the flu immunisation to 209 

children from Reception to Year 6. 
 

If your child was absent on the day or you did not register your child but would like 

them to be immunised this year please contact the School Nurses on                  

0333 321 9884 to arrange to visit a Community Clinic. 

Harvest Heroes—Friday, 1st November 
Thank you to everyone who has donated so far to our Harvest Table.   

 

If you would like to donate any non-perishable food items please could you bring these to the 

Harvest Table on the Key Stage 2 landing  (see poster at the end of this newsletter for ideas).  

 

We will be holding a Harvest Festival on Friday, 1st November and would like to collect food 

items for the Harvest Heroes.   



Reception/Miss Cawthorne— Miss Cawthorne’s Year 1’s week: 

We have had a fantastic week learning about Meerkat Mail.  The children have been busy decorating and     

writing postcards.  They have also built some amazing places for the meerkats to live.  Both classes have been 

busy in forest school collecting leaves and making their own leaf people.  

Sounds we have learnt this week are  h b f ff please practice these at home, along with your word charts.  

In Maths, we have continued to look at recognising numerals up to 20 and have started to explore more and less.  

For homework this week, we have put a letter formation sheet in your home link books. These are the rhymes we 

use in class to help children remember the correct formation.  You could practice the sounds your child            

recognises with them at home.  

Year 1- This week in maths, we have been looking at one more and how we can record this in different ways. We 

have also been busy writing our own postcards from the meerkats. For homework this week you could chose a 

couple of your words from your word chart and have a go at writing a sentence with them in.  

Next week we are continuing with Meerkat Mail.       

We hope you all have a fantastic weekend.                   Miss Cawthorne      Miss Boundy 

Key Stage One’s week: 

This week we have created some awesome information booklets based on rainforests and it’s layers and learnt 

about the macaw, sloth, jaguar and our favourite, the potoo. 
 

We have finished our work on place value in maths and counting in 2s, 5s and 10s.  We will now spend the next 

four weeks looking at addition and subtraction and the relationship between the two.   
 

We have written our stories based on Augustus and his Smile; there are lots of lovely ones and the children have 

made some great choices of adjectives. We produced some lovely pieces of art this week; the children loved 

painting the macaw.  We have started our art project on Doug Hyde. 
 

Mr Quilter     Mrs Huggins   Mrs Grimwood     Mrs Oldfield 

Years 3 and 4’s week: 

This week we have had a wonderful yet busy week of learning!  We had an amazing trip to Watermouth Castle 

filled with awe and wonder.  The children were so immersed and are eager to apply the inspiration from the day 

to their writing—they have started to create a factual report of their trip already. 

On Thursday, we explored mental health for Mental Health Awareness day.  We looked at coping strategies to 

support tricky situations.  The children have been extremely mature and shown great understanding of mental 

health and the need to talk. 

Homework this week  -  the children have been given an Expanding Sentences sheet to complete in addition to 

spellings for our test next week and could do some reading over the weekend.  Don’t forget to practice using 

times table rockstars online (https://play.ttrockstars.com/login). 

Have a brilliant weekend.                                                 Miss Gulliford   Mrs Johnson   Mr Whapham 

Nursery this week: 
This week we have been talking about birthdays and how we celebrate them. We have been helping children 
think about which month they have their own birthday and will be recording this on our flower display. We have 
made colourful balloon collages and enjoyed birthday themed colouring. In maths, we have concentrated on 
number quantities and been making candles for our play-dough cakes. Stories we have been reading are ‘Spot 
bakes a cake,’ and ‘The blue balloon.’   We have continued to enjoy role-play in our Veterinary Clinic and in P.E, 
we have been using the large apparatus and learning to mount and dismount equipment safely. 

This term, parents evening will only be for children who started Nursery in January and April. For all my new       
children who started in September I will arrange an informal drop in time for you to have a general chat about 
how your child has settled in. I will let you know the date for this shortly. 

Have a lovely weekend.                                                     Mrs Youll 

Years 5 and 6 week: 

This week we have been analysing a range of historical stories about the Tudors and decided which source was 

reliable.  The group taking part in the Shakespeare Schools’ Festival have been rehearsing throughout the week 

and are looking very good. 
 

Our weekly times tables test is on Thursday—please encourage your child to practice on the website 

www.mathstests.org.  Don’t forget to check Seesaw online for information about work this week and homework 

for your child https://app.seesaw.me/ 
 

All 63 places have now been filled for our Hampton Court trip.  Those children not attending will have the          

opportunity to take part in a Tudor morning and PE in the afternoon. 
 

Have a wonderful weekend.                                            Mrs Lavictoire     Miss Squire       Mr Lewis 

https://app.seesaw.me/


Lunch menu week commencing 14th October 2019 

NOTICE TO PARENTS 
School dinners are now £2.30. 

 

Friends of Orchard Vale News 
 

The Friends of Orchard Vale (FoOV) have some fun events this year to raise funds to help subsidise 

trips and events across the school as well as equipment for classes and bigger projects. 
 

 

Sat, 12th October—Family Photo Shoot—£30 for 20-30 minutes—Please contact Claire Knight to 

book a place. 

Tue, 5th November—Tuck Shop 

Tues, 5th November—Bonfire Night (supporting the School Council with refreshments) 

Fri, 29th November—Harry Potter Quiz Night 

Future Diary Dates (don’t forget to check the school website, www.ovschool.co.uk for up to date information) 

Tue, 15th Oct—KS2—Farmwise Devon—Westpoint 

Thurs, 17th Oct—Tempest Photography—Family/Individual/ibling, photographs (see poster at end of newsletter) 

                             (Please note class photos will be taken at a later date)  

Fri, 18th Oct—Non Pupil Day 

Mon, 2st to Fri, 25th Oct—Half Term 

Fri, 1st Nov—Whole school Harvest assembly (donations welcome) 

Tue, 5th Nov—School Council Bonfire Night (bookable places available to book—see poster at end of newsletter) 

Wed, 6th Nov —Parent/Pupil/Teacher interviews. (letters sent home—see poster at end of newsletter) 

Fri, 8th Nov  - Schools’ Remembrance Service—Years 5 and 6 —Rock Park 

Wed, 13th Nov—Parent/Pupil/Teacher interviews. (letters sent home—see poster at end of newsletter) 

 

Dates  and Events  

http://www.ovschool.co.uk/

















