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Whole School Remembrance Service 

On Monday, the whole school, Baby Unit through to Year 6, walked down to the Whiddon Valley Evangelical 
Church to take part in a Remembrance Service lead by Pastor Kay.  The children all behaved impeccably on the 
walk to and from and listened intently during the service.  The Key Stage One children all planted poppies on our 
turning circle as a visible sign of our remembrance. 

 

Romeo and Juliet—Shakespeare Schools’ Festival 
After their hard work over the past few weeks the children taking part in the 
Shakespeare Schools’ Festival gave a wonderful performance on Tuesday 
evening at the Exeter Phoenix Theatre.  ‘It was a spectacular evening and 
everyone was    nervous. The tech was eye catching. Thank you for letting us 
perform Shakespeare!’  Gracie and Hollie (Year 6). 

 

                                                            Bratton Fleming Cross Country Race 

Our 21 strong key stage two cross country team performed brilliantly at the Barnstaple Primary Schools cross  
country held at Bratton Fleming on Wednesday.  The conditions were extremely wet and muddy but everyone 
gave their all.  Out of the 264 children who took part our team came: 
 

1st place—William R, Ewan, Sophie R;       2nd place— Ajay, Ria;  

3rd place—Phineas, Alice G, Will P;          4th place —Jorja, Heidi, Jay;   

5th place —Lexi-Mae, Khloe, Violet;         6th place—Ollie;    

8th place—Finn K, Jessica, Gracie;           9th place—Grace;         10th place —Coby   

16th place—Tippi.                    Well done to them all!  

Cauliflower Xmas Project 

All orders for this project have now been received and passed through class teachers to parents.  Thank you to 
everyone for placing your orders.  We will let you know how much we have raised for the school once we receive 
the final invoice. 

Tempest Photographs  
These have been sent off to be printed.  We cannot guarantee that orders will be received before the Christmas 

break.  Tempest will try their hardest to turn them around as quickly as possible.  Any orders not already received 

by us must be sent direct to Tempest by parents, using the address on the envelope, and will incur a postage 

cost payable by parents. 

 Parking at Orchard Vale 
Please could we ask for your help and co-operation to work with and support our parents/carers who are blue 

badge holders and require accessible parking at drop off and pick up times. 

  

Unless you hold a blue badge, please could you park your car on either side of the road after the school (just   

after Kingfisher Drive) or in one of the local residential roads.  Please be mindful of blocking residential driveways 

or restricting access for other road users. 

  

If you are a blue badge holder there are 2 marked places on the right hand side of our car park and you are 

able to park for a short time on the turning circle.  Please bear in mind we may have members of staff who are 

blue badge holders as well.  

  

Could we ask you to use the space available sensibly and exercise some patience with other drivers by moving 

on as soon as possible. 

  

As you will appreciate no school has ideal parking facilities and this is completely beyond our control.  It is only 

with your assistance that we can avoid unnecessary stress at very busy times of day.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 

Fiona Pearce, Headteacher 



Reception Class’/Miss Cawthorne’s Year 1’s week: 

We have had a fantastic week learning about The Odd Egg. The children have done some lovely writing about 
what would be in their own eggs. They have also been busy painting animals that lay eggs and acting out the 
stories using the animals.  

This week we have been revising all sounds learnt so far.  Miss Cawthorne’s class began to look at the sounds      
ch sh th ng.  Please practise these at home, along with your word charts.  

In maths, we have been looking at recognising numbers to 20. For homework this week you could practise writing 
the numbers you know to 20.  

Year 1- In maths, we have been practising using number lines and talking about addition and subtraction. The 
children have been working hard on sentence writing and made fantastic progress with this.  For homework this 
week, you could write your own sentence about an animal that lays eggs.  

Next week our story is Monty and Manatee. 

As the weather gets colder and damper, we will replace forest school sessions with rehearsals for our Christmas 
performance. We will let you know when they are returning in the new term.  

Have a brilliant weekend.         Miss Cawthorne       Miss Boundy 

Key Stage One’s week: 

This week we wrote our epic stories, based on The Disgusting Sandwich.  The children had some amazing ideas 

and we thoroughly enjoyed reading the stories—some were so funny! 

In maths, we looked at subtracting a one digit number from a 2 digit number, bridging a ten.  This proved       

challenging but we will keep practising.  We finished out Roussau backgrounds, using our medium of choice – 

they are looking superb! 

We had a lovely fire at Forest School and have noticed the seasonal changes.  We made some Divali lamps   

using clay and have painted them.   

Wanted – Mrs Huggins and Mrs Grimwood would like donations of clean jam jars, with or without lids. 

Stay warm this weekend.         Mr Quilter     Mrs Grimwood     Mrs Huggins    Mrs Oldfield 

Years 3 and 4’s week: 

Thanks for the creative pieces of homework from last week, the children really gave brilliantly persuasive replies 

for the fictional ‘extra homework’ letter.  Your teachers were extremely impressed with your strong views/reasons.  

Miss Gulliford definitely enjoyed the flattery!  She never knew she had so many best friends!  This homework has 

helped support persuasive arguments in the classroom and with our writing unit of persuading the princess to kiss 

the frog.  We have explored emails safely and understood their purpose which will help our final persuasive email 

writing.  We are exploring the strategies of addition and subtraction in a variety of ways in maths.  In PE we have 

started gymnastics and the children are extremely excited about improving their gymnastic skills.   

Homework 

Please could the children complete the number bond worksheet sent home, learn their spellings and practice 

times tables on Rock Stars.      

 

Enjoy your weekend.                   Miss Gulliford   Mrs Johnson   Mr Whapham 

Nursery this week: 
We have been learning about Nocturnal animals and been singing animal themed songs. Our role-play area is 
now a dark area where we pretend we are watching Nocturnal animals. We have also been busy learning      
animal facts.  We have been watching Power Points about Nocturnal animals and reading, ‘Don’t Hog the 
Hedge,’ and ‘Helpful Hedgehog.’ We have been using the play-dough to make long noses and spikes for our 
play-dough mats and making hedgehog collages with leaves. 

On Monday we will be taking part in Forest School. Please could the children arrive wearing wellington boots.  If 
possible please also bring in an ‘all in one’ waterproof suit/leggings if you have them.  

Our Nativity play will be on Monday 16th December at 9.30am in the hall.  If your child doesn’t normally attend 
Nursery on that day but you would like them to be in the production we will need you to bring them in at 9.15am, 
stay with them and then take them home again when the performance ends. A letter will follow shortly. 

Have a lovely weekend                 Mrs Youll  

Years 5 and 6 week: 

The group of children who did not go to Hampton Court had a fun Tudor/Elizabethan day making pottage in the 

forest school area—you might like to ask them how it tasted.  We also enjoyed building our own model of     

Hampton Court.  You can see photos of this on our website gallery. 

 

Over the weekend please can the children practise for our weekly times tables/spelling tests.  They can practise 

maths on the website www.mathstest.org and spellings/homework on Seesaw https://app.seesaw.me/.    
 

Have a great weekend.                Mrs Lavictoire     Miss Squire       Mr Lewis 

https://app.seesaw.me/


Lunch menu week commencing 18th November 2019 
(Please see the website for our new Autumn 2019/Spring 2020 menu) 

NOTICE TO PARENTS—School dinners are now £2.30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-book your Christmas Dinner 2019—Wednesday, 11th December  
In order for us to cater for everyone, if your child would like a Christmas dinner please could you sign and return 

the tear-off slip sent home this week by 20th November (see copy at the end of this newsletter).  All dinners must 

be pre-booked whether you are free school meals, Government free school meals and or pay for your lunches. 

Price is £2.30 for roast turkey, stuffing, pigs in blankets, mixed vegetables, roast/creamed potatoes with gravy or 

vegetarian roast—desert is ice cream/Christmas pudding with ice cream. 

Friends of Orchard Vale News 
 

The Friends of Orchard Vale (FoOV) have some fun events this year to raise funds to help subsidise 

trips and events across the school as well as equipment for classes and bigger projects. 
 

WANTED—Do you have any pre-loved Christmas Jumpers you would like to donate to the Friends of 

Orchard Vale?  Please bring these into the school office to be passed on to FoOV. 

Fri, 29th November—Harry Potter Quiz Night 

Tues, 3rd December—Tuck Shop  

Wed,  4th December—New 2 U Xmas jumper sale 

Date to be changed due to General Election and will be advised shortly —Christmas Discos  

Future Diary Dates (don’t forget to check the school website, www.ovschool.co.uk for up to date information) 

Tue, 19th Nov—Year 2 and Year 5—Fire Safety Assembly 

Tue, 19th Nov—Rising Stars in PE—Gymnastics and Tennis day 

Wed, 27th Nov—Sheep Project Assembly 

Thurs, 28th Nov—Sports 4 Champions—visit by Ezekiel Ewulo —Assembly and sponsored circuit sessions. 

Thurs, 28th Nov—1.30pm to 8.30pm—Teachers Rock Choir Exeter Cathedral 

Wed, 4th Dec—Year 5/6—Sports Hall Athletic Team—Park School 

Thur, 5th Dec—6.30pm to 8.30pm— Choir—Christmas Pannier Market opening night 

Mon, 9th Dec—1pm to 2pm—Nursery January Starter Taster session 

Wed, 11th Dec—whole school Xmas dinner—School Council Xmas jumper day. 

Wed, 11th Dec— 9.30am—Reception classes dress rehearsal. 

Thurs, 12th Dec—9.30am to 10.30am—Reception Christmas performance (school hall) 

Thurs, 12th Dec— 9.30am to 2pm—Choir Community Carol Singing Day 

Fri, 13th Dec—9.30am—Key Stage One—Christmas performance (school hall)  

Fri, 13th Dec—Stagecoach—Santa’s bus visit (more information to come) 

Fri, 13th Dec— 6.45pm to 7.30pm—Choir Christmas carol concert—Christ Church, Bear Street. 

Mon, 16th Dec—9am to 10.30am—Nursery Christmas performance (school hall) 

Mon, 16th Dec—1pm to 2pm—Nursery January Starter Taster session 

Tue, 17th Dec— 9.45am to 1.15pm—Panto—Snow White—Queen’s Theatre, Barnstaple 

Dates  and Events  

http://www.ovschool.co.uk/

















