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Devon Ability Games 

Well done to the 11 children who took part in the Devon Ability 

Games at Tarka Tennis on Wednesday.   

The children were able to take part in a range of different activities 

such as wheelchair basketball and fencing. 

We all took part in an archery competition where we came 2nd and 

3rd overall.   

Well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

Magic Martin the Magician 

On Tuesday afternoon the School Council arranged for KS1, 

Reception and Nursery to have a special treat. We were very 

lucky to have a visit from Magic Martin the Magician and he 

was AMAZING.    

 

The magician chose Layla and Freddie to be his glamorous 

assistants.  Layla magically changed a red hanky to pink and 

Freddie was able to push a knitting needle through a balloon 

without making it pop! 

 

At the end of the show Magic Martin challenged Mr Quilter to a 

game of Russian roulette to see who would be pied,                    

unfortunately Mr Quilter won the game.  

 

We would all like to say a huge thank you to the School Council 

and Mrs Shury for organising this for us.  

 

TEMPEST PHOTOGRAPHY—RECEPTION AND YEAR 6 ONLINE ORDERS 

The closing date for FREE postage and delivery for parents is approaching for the recent Reception and 

Year 6 photos via online orders. If you have already placed an order for photographs thank you. If not or you 

wish to order more, simply enter your image reference number and website access code (found on your original 

order form) at www.tempest-orders.co.uk.  

Tempest Photography If you need assistance feel free to contact Tempest 01736 751555 (option 3). 

If your child has misplaced any unnamed items of uniform, coats, lunch 

boxes, drinks bottles etc over the term please could we ask you to check 

the Lost Property area on the Key Stage Two landing, outside Mrs Rana’s 

class. 

We will be clearing the lost property on Wednesday, 12th February.   

Any unnamed items will be donated to the New 2 U or local charity shops. 

http://www.tempest-orders.co.uk/


Nursery—This week 

We have continued to learn about Chinese New Year and have been reading the story ‘Dragon in the City.’ We 
have made a large dragon collage using a variety of materials and have been trying to think of words to        
describe what the materials feel like. In maths, we have been practising recognising numbers and putting the 12 
animals in the race in the correct order. 

We have been learning about the letter ‘t’ and practicing how to form it correctly. Next week we will be learning 
about the letter ‘p’ so if your child would like to bring in something beginning with that letter we can show it      
during our learning time. 

Please can I remind all the parents of the new children to hand in their Tapestry forms if you haven’t already 
done so, so we can add you to the system. 

Have a lovely weekend.          Mrs Youll  

Reception classes / Miss Cawthorne’s Year 1—This week 

We have continued to look at our dinosaur fact books. The children have been busy acting out their own stories 
using the model dinosaurs as well as writing their own dinosaur facts. With the sunny weather we have been     
exploring the adventure trail and making music outside.  

This week’s sounds—      Miss Boundy’s Class- tch nk ai ee    Miss Cawthorne’s Class- All sounds learnt so far.  

Please let your class teacher know when your child knows all of their words on their word chart.   

In maths, we have been looking at addition and writing addition number sentences (sums) with the children. For 
homework you could talk about adding things up around the house e.g. if we had two more cakes how many 
would we have?  

Year 1- We have been busy describing different dinosaurs and writing about what they look like. We have       
continued learning our number bonds to ten in maths. For homework you could write some sentences which   
include me, my, there, said, are.  

P.E days are Monday and Friday for both classes, all children are now getting changed for PE so please bring kit 
on these days.   Next week our book is  How to look after your dinosaur.  

Have a super weekend.          Miss Cawthorne      Miss Boundy 

Years 1 and 2—This week 

Mrs Grimwood/Mrs Huggins’ class wrote their own ‘King  of the .... ‘ stories this week.  We had cats, dogs, unicorns, 

and even dragons. There was some great writing. Well done everyone for persevering! 

In maths, year 2s continued to divide and look for links between what we know to find what we don’t know and 

working on word problems involving sharing.  Year 1s have concentrated on place value to 100, counting on and 

back successfully. 

We looked at the shape and style of Tudor houses and made some pictures of our own.  Why not have a look in 

the classroom at some of these. 

In art, we have continued looking at Picasso by drawing objects from different angles. 

Have a wonderful weekend.       

Mr Quilter       Mrs Grimwood      Mrs Huggins      Mrs Oldfield 

Years 3 and 4— This week 

We are really impressed with those who have started the 'High Flying Readers' initiative this week. It is great to see 

the number of children who are reading at home for at least 10 minutes daily, getting their records signed and 

moving quickly towards the ‘proud cloud’. We look forward to celebrating reading success in the coming weeks 

and adding our ‘proud cloud’ members to the newsletter.  

This week we have finished our information leaflets for the seven wonders of the world and are starting to explore 

newspapers. We would appreciate any donations of old newspapers to explore in class next week. 

Homework - please complete another task from your sheet - we love seeing all of your creativity and enjoy cele-

brating your home learning in school. 

Have a great weekend.     Miss Gulliford     Mrs Johnson      Mr Whapham 

Years 5 and 6—This week 

We have been looking at non-fiction texts, specifically non-chronological reports and writing our own 'Great 
Plague' ones for next week.  

Homework and updates are all on Seesaw.   If you need help logging in please talk to your class teacher. 

Please could the children practise times tables and spelling for testing next week.  They can practise maths on 
the website www.mathstest.org and spellings/homework on Seesaw https://app.seesaw.me/.    

Have a great weekend.          Miss Squire       Mrs Rana       Mr Lewis     Mrs Lowrey 

https://app.seesaw.me/


 

School Choir at the Mayor’s Charity Concert 
 

The Orchard Vale Choir have been asked to perform alongside   other 

choirs at his Charity Concert on Friday, 20th March. 

 

If you would like to attend see the information on the poster. 

 

All monies raised will be used  to support the Mayor’s chosen charities 

Age Concern and the See Hear Centre,. 

Key Stage One—Parents are invited to join their child for lunch 

Wednesday, 18th March—11.45am 

We would like to invite parents of children in Key Stage One to join their child to 
sample our delicious roast dinner.   

We have limited spaces available, which will be allocated on a first come first 
served basis. 
 

The cost will be £2.30 cash, payable on booking. 

Menu 

Roast Turkey with stuffing      Vegetarian option—Cauliflower/broccoli cheese. 

Roast/Mash potato 

Chefs veg and gravy 

Lemon Drizzle 

Pupil Absences 
 

We appreciate this is the time of year were bugs are prevalent. 

 

If your child is going to be absent from school please could we ask parents to contact 

the school office on 01271 375074, before registration at 8.50am, and leave a message 

with either a member of the office team or on the school answerphone.  

  

We need to know your child’s name, class and reason for being ascent. 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast club runs from 7.30am to 8.30am—Monday to Friday during school term times. 

Children can be dropped off at the Community Room from 7.30am onwards, where a member of staff will greet 
them. 
 

Children can select cereals, toast, muffins and other breakfast items along with jams, spreads and squash. 

At 8.30am pupils are escorted to class by our staff. 

Registration—Parents must register their child at the School Office before they are able to attend. 

Payment— If you wish to cancel your child/ren’s place please contact the office 48 hours prior to the booking to 
allow a refund or credit to be given. 

Payments are non-refundable should your child not attend without prior notification  

(except in the case of sickness)  



Future diary dates (don’t forget to check the school website, www.ovschool.co.uk for up to date information) 

Tue, 11th Feb—School Council—Big Breakfast (whole school will be provided with breakfast in class at 9am) 

Wed, 12th Feb—School Council—Non Uniform Day in aid of Julian House homeless charity 

Wed, 12th Feb—Key Stage Two Assembly—Julian House—homeless charity 

Fri, 14th Feb—Year 6—Geography/Orienteering walk (Group 3) 

Fri, 14th Feb—Year 5—Geography walk  

Mon, 17th to Fri, 21st Feb—HALF TERM 
Wed, 26th Feb—Really Wild Learning—School Council treat—Key Stage Two 

Wed, 26th Feb—Movie Night—School Council 

Fri, 28th Feb—Year 6 Exmoor Challenge—Team walk 

Fri, 28th Feb—Years 3/4—Spaghetti Challenge 

Tue, 3rd Mar—Mr Quilter/Mrs Oldfield/Year 1— Visit to Barnstaple Guildhall/tour of Barnstaple 

Wed, 4th Mar—Sustrans—Walking Zone—Years 3/4—9am to 11.130am 

Fri, 6th Mar—Sponsored Pro Strike Shoot Out—Year 1 to 6. 

Fri, 6th Mar—Year 6—Exmoor Challenge—Team walk 

Tue,10th Mar—Mr Quilter/Mrs Grimwood/Huggins’ Year 2— Visit to Barnstaple Guildhall/tour of Barnstaple. 

Fri, 13th Mar—St Petroc Cross Country, Bude 

Fri, 13th Mar  - Year 6 Exmoor Challenge practice walk 

Lunch menu week commencing 10th February 2020 
Please see the website for our Autumn 2019/Spring 2020 menu) 

School dinners are now £2.30. 

Dates and Events 

Friends of Orchard Vale News 

The Friends of Orchard Vale (FoOV) plan events through the year to raise funds to help subsidise trips 

and events across the school as well as equipment for classes and larger projects. 

We are desperate for people to help out at events. All volunteers must be DBS checked, which is a 

relatively quick process and free to you.  If you are not DBS checked please speak to the school of-

fice who will be happy to start the process. 

Planned events:                Easter Bingo      Disney Quiz Night  (dates to be confirmed) 

                                                                     Wanted 

Little Seeds are looking for donations of pots, pans, lids, off cuts of guttering/drainpipes to 

be mounted on their fence and used for outside water and musical play.                             

If you have any that you would like to donate please bring these to the school office.   

 

Key Stage One are looking for donations of empty small cardboard boxes so that they can start 

building their own Pudding Lane for their Fire of London topic. 



       Sustainable Travel  

to school and cycle safety 

We have a few places available on both levels.  If 
your child would like to take advantage of this FREE 
Bikeability sessions please complete and return the 
Consent Form.   

Level 1 - Years 3/4—Fri, 20th and Fri, 27th March 

These sessions will take part on the playground. 

Level 2— Year 6  

(THIS HAS BEEN OPENED UP TO YEAR 5) 

Mon, 23rd Tue, 24th, Wed, 25 and Thur, 26th March 

These sessions will take part on the playground and 
on roads in Whiddon Valley. Valuable training for a 
life skill. 
 

The children must be able to ride a bicycle without 
stabilisers and have good balance/control.  They 
will need to be able to bring in their own bicycles 
and helmets.  Bikes must be roadworthy. 
 

As you are aware this course is valuable in making 
children aware of how to stay safe when cycling. 
 

If your child would like to take up this offer please 
read the literature above, complete the form and 
return it to Mrs Manley by Friday, 14th February.  You 
will be notified by letter if you have secured a 
place for your child by Friday, 6th March. 



FREE HOME FIRE SAFETY VISIT 

Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service offer free home fire   

safety visits.   

This visit will include fire safety advise and free fitting of smoke and  

carbon monoxide alarms if required.   

The service is completely free and could save the lives of you and your 

family.  

If you would like to book a visit or want more information please send your name, address and phone number 

to kpearce@dsfire.gov.uk or text the information to 07971 773493. 

   

Kevin Pearce 

Community Responder (Constable & Firefighter) 
kpearce@dsfire.gov.uk or kevin.pearce@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

mailto:kpearce@dsfire.gov.uk
mailto:kpearce@dsfire.gov.uk
mailto:kevin.pearce@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk



