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 Headteacher ’s message  
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Well done to all of our children for making the most of a short but wonderfully fun‑filled week. It 
has been a pleasure to see such positive attitudes, enthusiasm for learning and smiles around the 
school.  
 
A special mention goes to our Year 1 children, who represented the school so well at the Multi‑Skills 
Festival at Park School on Wednesday. Their behaviour was excellent, they showed fantastic effort 
in every activity and, most importantly, they clearly had a great deal of fun. We are very proud of 
them.  
 
Our Lost Property collection is growing, so please take a moment to pop in and check if any items 
belong to your child. As the weather continues to improve and layers are more frequently removed 
during the day, we kindly remind you all to ensure clothing is clearly named, as this makes return-
ing items to their owners much easier.  
 
Next week marks the start of Year 6 SATs. As these approach, we would like to gently remind our 
Year 6 pupils to enjoy a calm and restful weekend. The hard work has already been done, and there 
is no need to put extra pressure on yourselves. Simply try your best, stay positive and take one step 
at a time —we are incredibly proud of you all!  
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We hope everyone enjoys a restful and happy 
weekend.  

 
Kind regards,  
 

 

Fiona Pearce  

Headteacher  

 Year 1 Multiskills Festival  

On Wednesday, the Year 1 children visited Park School to take 

part in their Summer Multi Skills Festival. Throughout the      

morning, the children rotated around ten different activities     

designed to develop their gross motor skills, coordination and 

team building abilities. The activities included ball games, running 

challenges and even a race balancing a bean bag on their heads!  

 

The children represented the school beautifully with their excellent         

behaviour, enthusiasm and encouragement towards one another. 

It was lovely to see so many smiling faces throughout the day and 

the children returned full of excitement.  



  

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Miss Tillman ’s class  
My star of the week is Bea.  This week we have been completing year 2 testing. Bea approached each paper with 

great effort and determination to do her very best.  It has also been lovely to hear from Miss Huxtable this week 

about Bea's reading. She was singing Bea's praises about her use of language and vocabulary when she is read-

ing. Bea has strong comprehension which has been demonstrated in her year 2 testing this week.  Bea has also 

worked very hard over the past couple of weeks to improve her handwriting. She has been reducing the size and 

ensuring each letter is formed correctly. This has made her writing clearer and beautifully presented. Well done, 

Bea!   Keep shining lovely girl, we are very proud of you! - Miss Tillman and Mrs Owen x  

Miss Huxtable ’s class  
 

My star of the week is Ellie. Over the past two weeks, we have been completing our Year 2 assessments and Ellie 

has absolutely amazed us with her attitude and effort throughout. She has approached every test with focus 

and determination, and this effort has more than paid off. We have all been so proud of how successful Ellie has 

been and it has been wonderful to see her confidence grow this year. Ellie is a fantastic learner across the 

board, is always kind to others and is a lovely and helpful member of our class. Well done, Ellie! Miss Huxtable 

& Mrs Dunn x  

Mrs De -Ritis ’ / Mrs Bryant ’s class  

Zen is our star of the week this week. Zen is consistently polite to adults around the school. He tries very hard 

with his learning and always has a smile on his face. Zen is a kind friend and a great role model to his peers. 

Well done Zen for being such a star!!  

Mrs Oldfield ’s class  

Tyler, it has been a pleasure seeing your confidence grow as you learn!  It has been wonderful to see you 'un -

lock' your belief in your reading skills and hear that you are showing this off at home too! What a star!  We were 

also very impressed with the effort that you put into the Multi -skills festival: practising new and existing skills, 

whilst also encouraging others around you.  Keep being the star you are, Tyler! Mrs Oldfield, Mrs Quilter, and 

Miss Priest   



  STARS OF THE WEEK 

Mrs Grimwood ’s class  
My star of the week is Charlie. I have really seen Charlie grow into his learning over the last few weeks. Charlie 

is becoming more and more focused as the weeks progress and is developing into a more careful and determined 

learner. I have seen how pleased he is with his success in his times tables check and the overall quality of his 

learning is increasing. Charlie used to produce limited learning in tasks but again I have seen this getting better 

and better, particularly this term. Charlie, you are a lovely, kind and energetic person, with a great group of 

friends and it is such a pleasure to get to know you and learn with you this year. Keep up this great learning 

and you will go far!   

Miss Williams ’ class  
Phoebe is an absolute superstar, and I truly love having her in my class. I have been so impressed with the way 

she has approached her revision for SATs next week. Phoebe is such a motivated and resilient girl who always 

strives to do her very best. Even when some arithmetic skills or grammar concepts have taken a little longer to 

fully understand and embed, Phoebe has never given up. She keeps going, works hard, and shows real            

determination until she succeeds. That perseverance is something to be incredibly proud of. I know Phoebe is   

going to absolutely smash her SATs next week because she gives 100% in everything she does, not just in       

lessons but in every aspect of school life. It has been such a pleasure watching Phoebe grow over the last two 

years into the kind, mature, hardworking young lady she is today. Phoebe, you are fabulous —  keep being 

amazing!  

Mrs Johnson ’s class  
My Star of the Week is Luke. Luke, you have shown such a mature attitude towards your learning this week and 

should be incredibly proud of yourself. You continue to make great progress and your hard work is really     

paying off, especially in writing. Your sentences have been imaginative, descriptive and full of exciting verbs 

that make your ideas come alive for the reader. You have also been a fantastic role model to others by kindly 

supporting a classmate with her writing. The way you patiently helped her improve her sentences and           

encouraged her showed real kindness, maturity and leadership. Well done, Luke – keep up the brilliant work!  

Mr Whapham ’s class  
My star of the week is Ezra. Ezra has worked hard this week in all subjects, impressing the adults he works with 

by putting in so much effort! Ezra always applies himself to the challenges he faces and always does so with a 

smile on his face! He has particularly shone in reading this week, really showing adults how far he has come in 

his learning through determination and focus! Keep working hard Ezra.  

Mr Higley class  
My star of the week is Arthur Lee. I am really impressed with Arthur this week, and to be honest, since the first 

day that I started at Orchard Vale. He has been doing a fantastic job following instructions and showing a     

mature attitude towards his learning every day.  Over the last week, Arthur has been incredibly helpful around 

the classroom and has consistently tried his best in every subject. Whether it has been writing, reading, or topic 

work, Arthur always puts in a huge amount of effort and is willing to go above and beyond to produce his best 

work, all of the time. It has been wonderful to see how determined he is to keep improving and challenging   

himself. Arthur, your positive attitude and hard work do not go unnoticed. It ’s obvious that he is a fantastic role 

model to the room and he lifts people around him. Arthur, you should be very proud of yourself because your 

effort is shining through in everything you do. Keep it up, you are a superstar!  

Mr Bayliss ’ class  
Ruby has had a really lovely week. It has been great to see her enjoying time with different friends on the    

playground and being so kind and caring towards others. She has shown a really thoughtful attitude, looking 

out for her classmates and helping others feel included. Ruby has also been putting lots of effort into her work 

and trying her best in everything she does. She should be really proud of herself this week. Well done, Ruby - 

keep up the great effort and kindness!    



Dates for your diary  
Mon 11th to Thur, 14th May  Y6 — SATS  

Mon, 11th/Tue,12th/Wed, 
13th or Thur 14th May  

Y3,4,5 — Local Walk  
(Walk on 2 of the days with better weather)  

Mon, 18th May  Nethercott Parent Briefing  

Tue, 19th May  KS2 Cross Country — Whiddon Valley  

Wed, 20th May  KS2 — Oral Hygienist   
talk about oral hygiene  

Thur, 21st May  U9 ’s Girls Football Finals  

Fri, 22nd May  Y3/4 Ancient Egypt Experience  

Mon, 25th to Fri, 29th May  SUMMER HALF TERM  

Mon, 1st Jun  Back to school  

Tue, 2nd Jun  Miss Huxtable/Miss Tillman ’s class  

Quince Honey Farm Visit  

Wed, 3rd Jun  Y5/6 Top Up Swimming Lessons  

Mon, 8th Jun  Mr Bayliss/Mrs Grimwood ’s class  

Rock and Rapid — Bouldering/Team Games  

Tue, 9th Jun  Y3 Cricket  

Wed, 10th Jun  Y6 Rising Stars — North Devon Wake Park  

Wed, 10th Jun  Y5/6 Top Up Swimming Lessons  

Wed, 10th Jun  Nursery/Reception — Jiggy Wrigglers  

Thur, 11th Jun  Nursery — Jiggy Wrigglers  

Fri, 12th Jun   

 Week commencing—  11th May 2026 

Please contact the school office for gluten free, dairy free and vegan options. 

 






