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 Headteacher ’s message  
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
It has been another busy and exciting week at Orchard Vale, with children enjoying a range of enrichment        

opportunities both in and out of school.  

Our Year 5 and 6 pupils had a fantastic visit to Westward Ho! where they took part in surf lessons and a variety 

of beach activities. Thankfully, the weather was very kind to us, making for a wonderful day of outdoor learning 

and team -building. Meanwhile, some of our Year 5 children represented the school at the Barnstaple and Pilton 

Cricket Club competition. We are delighted to share that our OV Titans team were crowned winners – a             

tremendous achievement and one that reflects their commitment, teamwork and sporting spirit. Well done to    

everyone involved!  

Today, a small group of Year 5 and 6 children had the incredible opportunity to visit Wimbledon. After a very   

early start this morning, they travelled to watch live matches on Court 2 and experience one of the world's most 

famous sporting events. We are sure they will return with lots of exciting stories to share.  

As we move towards the end of the academic year, Year 6 pupils have begun their transition visits to their chosen 

secondary schools. These visits are an important step in preparing children for the next stage of their educational 

journey, and we hope they enjoy the opportunity to meet new teachers, explore their new environment and begin 

making new friendships.  

A reminder that Annual Reports will be emailed to primary guardians on Monday and will also be available 

through the Arbor App. We hope all parents and carers have been able to book a slot for our Parent Consultations 

next Tuesday and Wednesday. If you have been unable to find a suitable appointment time and would still like to 

speak with your child's teacher, please contact the school office and we will do our best to arrange an alternative 

date/time.  

Finally, we would like to apologise for a delay relating to Key Stage 2 SATs results. Due to a national delay, 

schools will not receive the results until 16th July. Once we have received and processed them, we will share the 

information with parents as soon as possible. Thank you for your patience and understanding.  

Have a wonderful weekend.  

 
 
Fiona Pearce  

Headteacher  

 Sports Days  

Looking ahead, we are currently finalising arrangements for our upcoming 

sports days, please ensure you are familiar with the information on how 

these events will be run recently emailed to all parents.  

 

Monday 13th  July (PM)  - Year 3 -4  - 1.15pm -3.00pm   

Tuesday 14th  July (PM) -  Year 5-6—1.15 pm-3.00pm   

Wednesday 15th  July (AM) - Reception   - 10.00am -11.00am   

Thursday 16th  July (PM)   -  Year 1 -2 - 1.15pm -3.00pm   

 Handwriting Heroes of the Week  

Ivy J  Esme  

Lainie  Eleanor  

Lily J  Oscar  

Elliott E  Archie W  

Josh P  Molly W  



 

STARS OF THE 

Miss Tillman ’s class  

My star of the week is Stanley.  I have been so impressed with Stanley this week. He has made a conscious 

effort to produce neat, clear and precise work. Stanley has struggled with his presentation this year and has 

been working hard to improve this. His handwriting and maths drawings have greatly improved, and he is 

becoming more confident in his abilities. It has been lovely to see Stanley be proud of himself and his work 

this week. Stanley has also been making great choices around the class and with his friendship groups.   Well 

done, Stanley, what a great week you have had! - Miss Tillman x  

Miss Huxtable ’s class  

My star of the week is ET. This week, Eli has particularly impressed me with his fantastic progress in writing. 

He has been working incredibly hard to build his independence and confidence as a writer. Eli is brilliant at 

orally generating and rehearsing sentences, and now, using his sound buttons, he can independently record 

his ideas without any adult support. He truly sees himself as a writer now, choosing to write sentences       

independently outside of lessons. Eli brings so much fun to each day with his fantastic sense of humour and 

cheeky smile. Keep up the amazing work, ET!! Miss Huxtable & Mrs Dunn x  

 

 

Mrs De -Ritis ’ / Mrs Bryant ’s class  

This week our star of the week is Eric! Eric is a delight to have in class. He demonstrates kindness to his friends 

and is very respectful to the adults around the school. Eric has been trying very hard with his learning,       

especially in maths where he is developing his mathematical language and sharing some great sentence stems. 

For example, Eric stated, "I know that 10 is made of 6 and 4", 10 is also made of 5 and 5". Well done, Eric, you 

are a star!! Mrs Bryant, Mrs.D, Mrs. Scott and Miss. Madge  

Mrs Oldfield ’s class  

Elijah is our Star of the Week!   Elijah is consistently polite and hard working!   Elijah's growing confidence    

allows him to ask questions to support and extend his learning.   Thank you for being such a wonderful     

member of our class!   Mrs Oldfield, Mrs Quilter, and Miss Priest.  



 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Mrs Grimwood ’s class  

My star of the week is Ava. Ava is a consistently excellent learner. As the year has progressed and her           

confidence has grown, she has become more vocal and involved in class discussion which I have loved seeing! 

Ava produces fantastic learning day -in, day -out. She takes new concepts on board quickly and easily.   She is 

also a wonderful, kind and generous hearted member of our class, always wanting to encourage other children 

if they are upset and hurt. It has been a real pleasure to have you in class this year and I want to celebrate what 

a brilliant learner you are!  

Miss Williams ’ class  

This week ’s Star of the Week  is Noah. We ’ve had a slightly different week in Year 5/6, and Noah has coped really 

well with all of the changes. It was fantastic to see him really enjoying himself on our surfing trip and throwing 

himself into the activity with such enthusiasm. Although Noah can sometimes find school challenging, he has 

shown this week that he is capable of making positive choices and showing respect to both adults and his peers. 

It has also been lovely to see him enjoying school more and having no issues on the playground. As Noah gets 

ready for Year 7, I hope he continues making these positive choices. He has shown what he is capable of, and I 

know he can continue this into secondary school. Well done, Noah. Keep making us proud.   

Mrs Johnson ’s class  

My Star of the Week is Alfie. Alfie was such a superstar on our beach day this week and was brilliant during the 

surf lesson. He loved playing on the beach and was just a real pleasure to take on the trip. At Nethercott, Alfie 

was in his element outside completing all of the practical tasks on the farm, looking after the animals, cooking 

and even trying new foods and tidying up!  All of the adults praised Alfie; he was a delightful addition to the 

week and I am so glad he had such a lovely time!   

Mr Whapham ’s class  

Noah is my star of the week. Noah has impressed adults this week with his sensible attitude and focus in     

learning. He has made mature choices in his learning and shown adults that he takes his learning seriously. He 

also showed brilliant resilience and effort during our surfing trip this week - it was great to see Noah supporting 

his peers and helping them. This was also evident during his recent visit to Nethercott where he asked great 

questions and got stuck in to every activity! Well done!  

Mr Higley class  

My star of the week is Jasmyn. I am really impressed with Jasmyn at the moment. She has had a fantastic week 

and has worked hard in everything she has done.  Jasmyn has put in a great effort during PE, showing          

determination and always trying her best. She has also been incredibly kind to others, making sure everyone 

feels included and supported. On top of this, Jasmyn has been really helpful around the classroom, always    

willing to lend a hand when needed.  Jasmyn, your hard work, kindness, and positive attitude have really stood 

out this week. I am very proud of the way you have approached everything. Keep it up. You are a star!  

Mr Bayliss ’ class  

Alex has had a positive week and has shown some lovely moments of following our classroom expectations. He 

has been more aware of being in the right place and doing the right thing, and this has helped him to approach 

his learning with a more positive attitude. Alex has contributed well during lessons at times and has shown that 

he can make sensible choices and engage with his learning. It has been pleasing to see these positive moments 

this week. Well done, Alex - keep working hard!   





 Year 5/6 Surf Trip to Westward Ho!  

This week, our Year 5 and 6 children enjoyed a fantastic trip to Westward Ho! It was a wonderful opportunity for 

every child to experience a day of sun, sand and surf at the beach!  

The aim of the trip was to help build confidence, particularly in the sea, while giving children the chance to     

develop new skills. For many of our pupils, this was their very first time surfing, making their achievements even 

more impressive. Throughout the day, the children took part in surf lessons, rock pooling, a sandcastle -building 

competition, beach flag races and volleyball games, ensuring there was something for everyone to enjoy.  

Monday's group were treated to glorious sunshine, while Tuesday's group experienced a few unexpected      

downpours. However, the rain certainly didn't dampen anyone's spirits! In true Year 5/6 fashion, some of the  

children even came up with inventive ways to keep their lunches dry, using towels to protect their sandwiches 

from getting completely soggy!  

One of the highlights of the trip was seeing the children's confidence grow throughout the day. It was incredible 

to watch pupils who had been nervous about entering the sea at the start of the session soon laughing, jumping 

through the waves and embracing every moment with huge smiles on their faces. Many children surprised    

themselves with what they were able to achieve.  

A huge thank you must go to the surfing instructors, who were exceptional throughout both days. They were   

organised, encouraging and patient, helping nervous surfers feel safe while challenging more confident children 

to progress and even stand up on their boards.  

Francis summed up the          

excitement of the day perfectly, 

saying,  "I felt overjoyed when I 

finally stood up on the board 

because I'd never managed to 

do it before!"   

Noah particularly enjoyed the 

sandcastle competition,         

explaining that it  "showed our 

teamwork and creativity."  He 

also loved the rock pooling,   

saying it helped him  "connect 

with nature by seeing it in its 

natural setting."  

We are incredibly proud of all of 

our Year 5 and 6 children. Their        

enthusiasm, resilience,        

teamwork and willingness to try 

something new made the trip a 

huge success!   

 
Cake Sale  

Thank you all for supporting the Cake 

Sale in aid of the World Wide Fund for 

Nature (WWF).   

With your help the girls raised 

£121.50.    



Dates for your diary  
Tue, 7th Jul  Parent/Pupil/Teacher Consultations  

(see email sent of 18th June)  

Wed, 8th Jul  Parent/Pupil/Teacher Consultations  

(see email of 18th June)  

Wed, 8th Jul  Fire Safety Talk  

Wed, 8th Jul  Y6 Warrior Games  

Thur, 9th Jul  Y6 — Park Community School Transition Day  

Thur, 9th Jul  September Nursery/Reception —Transition  

10.45am to 11.30am  

Fri, 10th Jul  Y6 — Park Community School Transition Day  

Fri, 10th Jul  September Nursery/Reception — Transition  

10.45am to 11.30am  

Mon, 13th Jul  Y3 / 4 Sports Day — 1.15 pm gates open  

(2 family members per child)  

Tue, 14th Jul  Y5/6 Sports Day — 1.15 pm gates open  

(2 family members per child)  

Wed, 15th Jul  Y5/6 Boys Football Finals  

Wed, 15th Jul  Reception Sports Day —  9.45am gates open  

(2 family members per child)  

Thur, 16th Jul  DEN/COVE Sports Day — 9am  

Thur, 16th Jul  Y1 / 2 Sports Day — 1.15 pm gates open  

Fri, 16th Jul  Rocksteady End of Term Concert  

 Week commencing—  6th July 2026 

Please contact the school office for gluten free, dairy free and vegan options. 

 






