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 Headteacher ’s message  
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
It has been another extremely busy and enjoyable week at Orchard Vale, with lots to celebrate across the school.  

Our Key Stage 2 children took part in an exciting cross country run around the school grounds and local roads. It was 

fantastic to see so many children getting involved, showing real grit, determination and resilience as they challenged 

themselves and encouraged one another along the way.  

We were also delighted to welcome an Oral Hygienist to work with our older children. They led an informative session 

on the importance of good dental hygiene, and children were pleased to receive their own toothbrushes to take home 

and continue practising these important habits.  

A huge well done to our Under 9 Girls ’ Football Team, who travelled to Newton Abbot for the final rounds of their   

tournament. They performed brilliantly and achieved a fantastic 3rd place. The team showed excellent determination, 

teamwork and sportsmanship throughout —an achievement we are all very proud of.  

Yesterday we were lucky to enjoy a wonderful Outdoor Learning Day with Mr Edwards, our Forest School Leader. With 

the sun shining, children embraced the opportunity to build shelters, learn how to safely light fires and, of course, toast 

marshmallows. It was a memorable day full of hands -on learning and teamwork.  

Today, our Year 3 and 4 children stepped back in time for their Portals to the Past Egyptian Day. The effort that went 

into costumes was incredible, and children thoroughly enjoyed immersing themselves in a range of engaging and      

creative activities linked to their learning.  

Finally, we would like to thank families for their patience and understanding regarding the ongoing roadworks, which 

we know have made journeys to school particularly challenging this week. Please be assured that we are aware of the 

difficulties and are making notes on attendance records where delays are unavoidable. We kindly ask that you continue 

to allow extra time for your journey wherever possible.  

A gentle reminder that term -time holidays are not authorised. Please ensure that an absence request form is completed 

if your child is going to be absent. Where absences are recorded as illness but are later found to be holidays, these will 

be amended accordingly.  

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.  

 
Fiona Pearce  

Headteacher  

 U9 Girls Football Finals  
 

Well done to the Under 9’ s Girls Football Team who represented the 
school at the Devon finals in Newton Abbot!  
 
They played amazingly well against strong opposition, winning 2 
games drawing 2 and losing 1.   
 
Missing out on the final by 1 goal.   
 
A huge achievement well done girls.  



Dates for your diary  
Mon, 25th to Fri, 29th May  SUMMER HALF TERM  

Mon, 1st Jun  Back to school  

Tue, 2nd Jun  Miss Huxtable/Miss Tillman ’s class  

Quince Honey Farm Visit  

Wed, 3rd Jun  Y5/6 Top Up Swimming Lessons  

Mon, 8th Jun  Mr Bayliss/Mrs Grimwood ’s class  

Rock and Rapid —Bouldering/Team Games  

Tue, 9th Jun  Y3/4 Cricket  

Wed, 10th Jun  Y6 Rising Stars — North Devon Wake Park  

Wed, 10th Jun  Y5/6 Top Up Swimming Lessons  

Wed, 10th Jun  Nursery/Reception — Jiggy Wrigglers  

Thur, 11th Jun  Whiddon Wobbler — Key Stage 2  

Thur, 11th Jun  Nursery — Jiggy Wrigglers  

Fri, 12th Jun  Y5/6 Cricket  

Mon, 15th Jun  Mr Higley ’s Class  

Rock and Rapid — Bouldering/Team Games  

Tue, 16th Jun  Mrs Oldfield/Mrs De -Ritis ’s Class  

Quince Honey Farm Visit  

Wed, 17th Jun  Olympic Legacy  

Wed, 17th Jun  Y5/6 Top Up Swimming Lessons  

 Week commencing—  1st June 2026 

Please contact the school office for gluten free, dairy free and vegan options. 

 



 As part of Highways’ annual maintenance programmes, they will be undertaking Surface  Dressing 
on the A39 Eastern Avenue in Barnstaple on Wednesday 27th May and Saturday 30th May 2026,         
between 09.30 – 15.00. Their working hours aim to minimise local disruption and they will avoid 
peak traffic times including school drop off and collection. To maintain safety for road users and 
their workforce, there will be a road closure whilst works are undertaken. 
  
Please see information above regarding Surface Dressing which is a cost-effective way of restoring 
and protecting road surfaces to improve skid resistance and road safety, to seal the surface to     
prevent water ingress, to slow deterioration and to expand the lifespan of the road. Surface      
Dressing is applied to roads that remain in generally better condition. The process involves     
sweeping the road to remove debris, spraying the surface with a layer of bitumen binder, applying 
stone chippings and rolling the surface to embed the chippings. Treated areas will be swept to     
remove any excess chippings. 
  
Please note that works are weather dependent and, given that planned dates may change due to   
adverse weather, up-to-date information will be available on the one.network: https://one.network 

  
For access queries and dates of work, please contact Contractor, Kiely Bros, on 01823 215253 or 
0121 772 3800 (option 1) or via customercare@kielybros.co.uk 

  
Further information regarding the Surface Dressing Programme 2026 across Devon is available on 
their website: https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/traffic-information/roadworks/
surface-dressing/ 
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