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 Headteacher ’s message  
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
What a fantastic week it has been at Orchard Vale!  

Our Sports Days were a wonderful celebration of teamwork, determination and community spirit. It was fantastic to 

see so many children taking part with enthusiasm, resilience and outstanding sportsmanship. We were also delighted to 

welcome so many parents and family members who came along to support and enjoy the day with their children. 

Thank you for helping to make these events so special.  

We are incredibly proud of our Years 5&6 boys ’ football team, who represented the school at the Devon Finals and 

achieved an impressive third -place finish. This is a brilliant achievement and a testament to the hard work, commitment 

and teamwork shown by the players throughout the year.  

This morning, our Rock Steady bands treated us to a fantastic performance, showcasing the talent, confidence and   

dedication they have developed through their rehearsals. The show was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone and was a 

wonderful reminder of the many opportunities our children have to shine.  

Transition has also been a key focus this week, with children spending time with their new classes and teachers ahead 

of September. It has been lovely to see pupils embracing these opportunities so positively and looking forward to the 

next stage of their learning journey.  

A huge  congratulations  must go to our Year 6 children on their excellent SATs results. I have been incredibly impressed 

with the mature and positive way they approached their assessments, and they thoroughly deserve the success they 

have achieved. Well done also to all our pupils who have completed statutory assessments or worked hard to achieve 

their personal targets this year.  

Across the school, we continue to be impressed by the high standards of work, behaviour and enthusiasm for learning 

shown by our children every day. They are the reason Orchard Vale is such a special place to learn and grow.  

Today we celebrated our Stars of the Year. It is always a privilege to recognise children for their achievements, effort 

and contributions to school life. While only a few children can receive this award, there are many more whose          

determination, progress and successes have been noticed and celebrated throughout the year. We are incredibly proud 

of them all.  

As we head into our final week of the academic year, we are looking forward to celebrating with our 

Year 6 pupils and enjoying the many exciting activities planned.  

Thank you for your continued support throughout another successful year.  

Fiona Pearce, Headteacher  

 

Please note there 
will be no  

OV Explorers or  
Mr Ovey ’s Sports 
Clubs next week.  



  

Stars of the Year 

Miss Tillman ’s class  

My star of the year is Ben.  Ben is a quiet member of our class, but a very important one. He is     
always in the right place at the right time and always keeps our classroom together. He silently   
tidies the room and makes sure other children are where they should be. Throughout the year, Ben 
has grown in confidence both socially and in his learning. He has branched out and found true and 
meaningful friendships. He is admired and loved by many children in our class, and we are in awe 
of what a wonderful boy he is. No matter what Ben does, you can guarantee it has been done to the 
best of his abilities. Writing is a true passion of Ben ’s, and he loves nothing more than writing his 
own stories, but he never stops thinking about how to make his work better. Ben, thank you for  
being a wonderful boy to teach. You bring joy and love into our class. There is never a day when 
you don ’t make us smile or laugh. We are going to miss you and your amazing stories next 
year.   Miss Tillman and Mrs Owen x  

Miss Huxtable ’s class  

My star of the year is Molly. Really, she is a star of two years as teaching Molly in Year 1 and Year 2 
has been such a privilege and I will be lost without her. From day one, Molly has been consistently 
kind and thoughtful. She is the first to offer help, loves having a job to do, and quietly keeps our 
classroom ticking over. She is an incredible role model to everyone around her. Mrs Dunn and I have 
also spent two years admiring her amazing outfits and wishing we had her sense of style! I am also 
incredibly proud of how hard Molly has worked in her learning. Reading has not always come     
easily, but she has never once complained about the extra practice. In writing, Molly has made so 
much progress, and she takes such pride in everything she produces. Her handwriting has come on 
enormously, she works hard to spot and correct her own spelling mistakes, and her growing       
confidence has allowed her to think carefully about creative language choices. I have also loved   
seeing Molly branch out and seem so content in her friendships this year. Molly, Thank you for    
being such a special part of our classroom. I am going to be completely lost without you, and I know 
you are going to shine in everything you do! Miss Huxtable & Mrs Dunn x  

Mrs De -Ritis ’ / Mrs Bryant ’s class  

This year, our Star of the Year is ….. our whole class! Although this award is usually presented to 
one individual, we simply couldn ’t choose just one! Every single member of our class has made     
tremendous progress throughout the year and should be incredibly proud of what they have 
achieved. We have seen determination, resilience, and a fantastic attitude towards learning each 
day. It has been wonderful to watch confidence grow, friendships flourish, and everyone support 
and encourage one another. As a class, you have shown kindness, respect, and a genuine             
enthusiasm for learning, making our classroom a happy and positive place to be.  We are proud of 
each and every one of you and all that you have accomplished this year. You have truly earned this 
award together - well done, you are all stars!  Mrs. DeRitis and Mrs. Bryant x  

Mrs Oldfield ’s class  

Our star of the year is the Fabulous Scarlett. Scarlett is the shining light in our classroom, she greets 

everyday with enthusiasm, the biggest smile and a little bit of sass, and we love her dearly for 

this.   Scarlett is kind, caring and will always go out of her way to care for and look after others.  This 

year Scarlett has grown so much in self -confidence, she is now able to attack new challenges      

without worry and this has allowed her to flourish and show what she is capable of achieving.  The 

thing we love most about her, is her wicked sense of humour. She makes us laugh every day, her 

laugh is infectious and we often end up with the whole class in stitches off the back of something 

Scarlett has said.  Scarlett you are 100% a star and we are excited for all that is ahead of you in 

year 2.  Keep shining bright super star, always be you!  Love Mrs Oldfield, Mrs Quilter and Miss 



  

Stars of the Year 

Mrs Grimwood ’s class  

My star of the year is Alice. Alice is a fantastic learner. She is a deep thinker and wants to 

push herself and give her best.   She will often think outside the box and is not afraid to try 

something new or push herself. This is a fantastic learning attribute! Alice always presents 

learning beautifully, taking great care and paying attention to detail. She has produced 

some amazing posters this year. Alice is a warm and friendly person who likes to chat to 

adults and children alike. I have loved having these little chats with Alice this year and she 

has mature perspectives on many things. She often makes me laugh.   Alice has been a 

steady and reliable friend this year and has taken a calm and measured view on the ups and 

downs of relationships. Alice knows she is not good at everything and she takes a pragmatic 

view on the things she finds more difficult but will give everything her best shot.    Alice, it 

has been such a pleasure to teach you this year and I have really enjoyed your company. I 

know you are going to fly high in Year 5. Thank you for all you have given this year. You 

are an absolute star!  

Mr Higley class  

My Star of the Year is Niamh. Niamh has been an absolute joy to teach from the very first 

day. She is incredibly kind, thoughtful, and caring, always looking out for others and      

helping to make our classroom a happy place to be. Niamh has also been an outstanding 

learner all year. She approaches every subject with enthusiasm, always tries her very best, 

and genuinely loves to learn. Whether we are writing, solving maths problems, exploring 

history, or discovering something new in science, Niamh gives everything 100% and is      

always eager to challenge herself and learn more. What makes Niamh so special is that she 

combines hard work with a wonderful attitude. She is polite, resilient, and always willing to 

give her best, even when something is difficult. She has undeniable potential, and I know she 

can achieve anything she puts her mind to. Niamh, it has been a privilege to teach you this 

year. I am incredibly proud of everything you have achieved, and I know you will continue 

to shine in Year 4 and beyond.  Congratulations  on being our Star of the Year. You have    

truly earned it.  

Mr Bayliss ’ class  

Charlie has had an amazing year and has worked incredibly hard to earn our  Star of the 

Year  award. He has made huge progress with his attitude to learning, listening carefully, 

settling quickly to tasks and always trying his best. Charlie has grown so much in confidence 

and is now much happier to share his ideas and have a go, even when he finds something 

challenging. It has been fantastic to see him become less anxious in school and much more 

mature, brave and independent throughout the year. Charlie is a kind and caring member of 

our class who is polite and respectful to others, and he should be really proud of everything 

he has achieved this year. Well done, Charlie - keep up the fantastic effort into year 4!   

 



  

Stars of the Year 

Miss Williams ’ class  

My Star of the Year is the wonderful Bonnie. It has been such a privilege to watch Bonnie 

grow. She was in my very first class when she was in Year 3, and seeing the journey she has 

been on over the last four years has been incredible. The progress she has made, not only in 

her learning but also in her confidence and maturity, has completely blown me away. One of 

my proudest moments this year was seeing Bonnie's SATs results. They reflected exactly how 

hard she has worked and were so thoroughly deserved. Even though Bonnie doubted herself 

right up until, and even during, the tests, I never stopped believing in her because I always 

knew she was capable of achieving amazing things. What has made me even happier this 

year is seeing Bonnie enjoying school. I know last year brought some tricky moments, so it 

has been wonderful to see her smiling, embracing school life and approaching everything 

with such a positive and mature attitude. Bonnie, I hope you embrace every opportunity that 

secondary school has to offer. Keep believing in yourself as much as everyone else believes in 

you, because you are capable of achieving anything you set your mind to. You truly are a 

star, Bonnie, and I couldn't be prouder of everything you have achieved.   

Mrs Johnson ’s class  

My Star of the Year is Charley -May. Charley -May has been on such an incredible journey; I 

still remember meeting her in Year 3, when she wouldn't even come into my classroom, so to 

see the confident, capable young lady she has become is something really special.  This year, 

Charley -May has worked incredibly hard, faced challenges with determination and           

resilience, and achieved so well in her SATs through her own perseverance and effort. She 

should be immensely proud of everything she has accomplished. Beyond her achievements, 

she has become a much more confident member of the class, bringing a wonderfully dry 

sense of humour, plenty of sass and a fantastic energy that always makes me smile.  I have 

absolutely loved teaching Charley -May during her final year of primary school. Watching 

her grow into someone who is more than ready for the next exciting chapter has been a real 

privilege. I know she has a bright future ahead of her, and I hope she always remembers just 

how far she has come and continues to believe in herself. Well done, Charley -May —you   

truly deserve to be our Star of the Year.  

Mr Whapham ’s class  

My star of the year is Isabella. Isabella has come a very long way this year and I have loved 

watching her grow into herself. Isabella has always been a keen learner - who gives her best 

in all learning areas. However, this year she has stepped it up to another level, showing her 

maturity as a learner and channelling her learning to give herself the best opportunity in her 

SATs testing. Isabella has listened well to adults, took onboard their advice and used this to 

become an even better learner.    Isabella is also a wonderfully kind girl who always has the 

interests of others at the forefront of what she does. She enjoys supporting her peers and no 

ask is ever too much for Isabella. She has grown in confidence this year and truly begun to 

believe in her own abilities. It is great to see her shining in this area. I have loved teaching 

Isabella and everyone is so proud of the type of Year 6 you have become. Keep being a star.   



 Are you eligible for Benefit Related Free School Meals  
 
If you think you may be eligible for free school meal assistance you can apply online through Devon County Coun-
cils Citizens Portal.  
 
Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 all receive free school meals through the Government ’s Universal Infant 
Free School Meals scheme. This is provided automatically for all children in these year groups and is not linked to 
benefit -related eligibility.  
 
Once a child moves into Year 3, school meals become chargeable unless they are entitled to benefit -related Free 
School Meals. Applications for this are made through Devon County Council, who will assess eligibility.  
 
You can apply for benefit -related Free School Meals at any time during your child/children ’s education. See link to 
Citizens Portal below: Apply for Free School Meals Devon County Council Citizens Portal  
 
Apply for Free School Meals Devon County Council Citizens Portal.  
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:  
 
• income -related Employment and Support Allowance  
• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  
• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit  
• Child Tax Credit (provided you ’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income 

of no more than £16,190)  
• Working Tax Credit run -on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit  
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a 

year (after tax and not including any benefits you get)  
 
If you do not qualify for most benefits (also known as having ‘no recourse to public funds ’), your child may still be 
eligible for free school meals. Ask their school or local authority whether they ’re eligible.  
 
If you believe you are eligible but face difficulties with online applications, you can contact the Education Helpline 
at 03451551019 for assistance.  
 
If you are found to be eligible, please let us know so that we can update your child/children ’s records. We can then 
support you not only by providing a nutritious school meal at no cost, but also through subsidies for school trips 
and residential visits, as well as additional resources in school.  

 Would you like to volunteer?  
 

As you may be aware, schools across the country are continuing to face increasing financial pressures and staffing 
challenges. Despite this, we remain committed to providing our pupils with enriching educational visits, sporting 
events and other off -site learning opportunities.  
 
To help us continue offering these valuable experiences safely and successfully, we would like to invite parents and 
carers to volunteer to assist with school trips and activities throughout the year.  
 
Parent volunteers play an important role in supporting staff, helping to supervise children and ensuring trips run 
smoothly. Whether you are available occasionally or more regularly, any support you can offer would be greatly 
appreciated.  
 
Please note that volunteers may be required to complete the necessary safeguarding and school checks before ac-
companying children on visits.  
 
If you would be interested in volunteering please click this link and answer to quick online form .  

  New supplier for uniform orders  
Order and collection is instore with Brandit - Severn Brethren Bank, Barnstaple, EX31 2AS, 01271 377222, 
Email  brandit@customtops.co.uk  (next to BJs Value House).   Payment on ordering.  
 
BrandIt will take orders from 1 st  August 2026.  
 
Uniform they will supply: - 
Sweatshirts – 762B in French Navy – Ages 1 -2 to 13 are £13.50 (adults ’ sizes £20.00)  
Polo – SS11B in Sunflower – Ages 1 -2 to 13 are £12.00 (adults ’ sizes £14.50).  

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/en?ReturnUrl=%2FCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3RWFZvuneEGMNLPFLdk_cJowa1ip94FOhfmHoY4XhUBURjE3MFdST041QkZYSjk4UUg1QzNLOTdGSS4u
mailto:brandit@customtops.co.uk


Dates for your diary  

Mon, 20th Jul  Whole School Transition — 1.30 pm  

Mon, 20th Jul  Y6 Presentation Evening  

Tue, 21st Jul  Y6 Milky Way / BBQ / Rounders Staff –v– Year 6  

Wed, 22nd Jul  Leavers Assembly  

Last Day of Term  

Mon, 7th Sept  First Day of Autumn Term  

Thur, 17th Sept  Y5&6 Wild Day Out  

 Week commencing—  Monday, 20th July 2026 

Please contact the school office for gluten free, dairy free and vegan options. 

 

School Dinner price increase  

In September the price of 

School Dinners will increase to 

£2.70 . 






