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 Headteacher ’s message  
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We are incredibly proud of our Year 6 children who rose to the challenge of SATS week with real grit and                  
determination.  Any last -minute nerves were soon overcome.  Thank you to our staff for the way they have supported 
the Year 6 pupils during their statutory assessments. Regardless of the results, we are immensely proud of the          
children ’s achievements. They gave their absolute best, and that is all we could ever ask.  
 
Across the rest of the school, children showed great maturity and understanding, adapting brilliantly to changes in  
routines and activities. They demonstrated respect and kindness in recognising the importance of a calm, supportive 
environment for our older pupils.  
 
Year 3, 4 and 5 enjoyed a lovely walk in our local environment, making the most of the opportunity to learn outdoors. 
Year 6 rounded off their busy week with some well -deserved, enjoyable activities to celebrate their hard work.  
 
We are responding to a national safety alert regarding play sand. As a precaution, we have temporarily stopped using 
all sand areas while further checks are carried out. Current advice confirms that the risk to health is very low. Please 
rest assured safety remains our top priority.  
 
We would like to thank our families who ensure their children attend school regularly, your support makes a real     
difference. Good attendance is key to children ’s progress, wellbeing and sense of belonging within our school           
community.  
 
If you are considering taking your child out of school during term time, please ensure that you complete an Absence 
Request Form —S2, in advance. Please be aware that, in line with guidance, these absences will usually be recorded as 
unauthorised.  
 
A gentle reminder to parents and carers to please park considerately around the school site to ensure the safety of all 
children and families.  
 
Please come and check the lost property area, which is starting to pile up.  Don ’t forget to clearly mark all clothing,  
including jumpers and PE kits, to help us return any lost items quickly.  

 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support.  
 
 
Fiona Pearce  

Headteacher  



  

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Miss Tillman ’s class  
 
My star of the week is Isobel. In writing this week the year 2 children have been thinking about their language 

choice and how we can show and not tell how our giants are feeling. Isobel has made a fantastic effort this 

week in her language choice when writing. She has started to choose bold and adventurous language which 

makes her work engaging. Isobel has been excited to share her ideas with her peers during carpet discussion 

and has been listening out for any amazing ideas she can magpie. It has also been great to see Isobel continuing 

to make a strong effort with her handwriting. She is continuing to reduce the size and make her work neater 

and more presentable. Well done Isobel, you are a star! – Miss Tillman and Mrs Owen x  

Miss Huxtable ’s class  
My star of the week is Freddy. It has been such a joy to teach Freddy again in Year 2 and although this star of 

the week is for a specific reason I also want to recognise what fantastic progress Freddy has made in all areas 

this year, especially in tackling things he has found difficult in the past. Over the last 2 weeks, I have seen such 

a shift in Freddy's writing. With his favourite 'magic pencil', he has been working so hard on his handwriting to 

ensure his letters are formed correctly and consistently sized. Not only that, but upon completing the expected 

outcome of the lesson Freddy rose to the challenge of generating some more ideas and adding extra sentences 

to his work. He is really enjoying being one of the older children in the class and it is lovely to see him taking 

the register for me or taking on jobs around the classroom. Freddy, your wicked sense of humour and infectious 

smile light up the room! What a brilliant year you have had. We are so proud of you. Miss Huxtable & Mrs Dunn 

x 

Mrs De -Ritis ’ / Mrs Bryant ’s class  

 

Our star of the week is Eric. Eric is one of those children  who could be our star every week. He is kind, caring 

and a good friend. He is a keen to learn in phonics and Maths and always tries his best. Well done Eric!  

Mrs Oldfield ’s class  

Ellie -Mae's work ethic has shone brighter than ever, this week!   

Ellie -Mae has listened attentively, asked questions to support her understanding, and completed tasks with 

beautiful presentation. It has been a pleasure to watch Ellie -Mae's independence grow with confidence.  

Keep it up, Superstar! Mrs Oldfield, Mrs Quilter, and Miss Priest  



  STARS OF THE WEEK 

Mrs Grimwood ’s class  
My star of the week is Oliver. Oliver has impressed me this week with his excellent team work. He has worked in 

a variety of pair and groups and I have seen great focus and collaboration from him. This has been so           

encouraging to see. Oliver is a friendly and easygoing member of our class, with a great group of friends. Oliver 

has been steady throughout this year but I really saw a maturing side to him this week. Oliver, it is lovely to 

have you in our class. I have very much enjoyed teaching you this year and getting to know you. Well done for 

setting such an excellent example this week.    

Miss Williams ’ class  
This week, my Star of the Week is Olivia H. SATs week is an especially intense time for Year 6, and Olivia is someone 

who naturally puts pressure on herself to succeed. However, what has truly stood out to all of the adults this week is 

the incredible way she has handled that challenge. Olivia has approached every single test with calmness, determina-

tion, and remarkable resilience. We have been so impressed with her positive attitude and the quiet confidence she has 

shown throughout the week. Olivia has worked consistently hard all year to prepare for this moment, and it has really 

shown. She has put her best foot forward in every way, demonstrating not only her academic effort but also her 

strength of character. Beyond her hard work, Olivia continues to be a kind -hearted and caring friend to everyone 

around her. She is someone who supports others, shows empathy, and brings positivity into the classroom every day. 

Olivia, we know you have given 100% to your SATs this week, and we are so proud of you. We have no doubt that 

you will continue to show this same dedication and determination in everything you do moving forward. I am sure 

your hard work will truly pay off. Olivia – you are amazing. Well done!  

Mrs Johnson ’s class  
My star of the Week is Jenson. All week Jenson has showed an amazing attitude towards his SATs, working   

incredibly hard and demonstrating the resilience he has been working on all year. He has also made amazing 

choices both in and out of the classroom and has been an absolute delight to be around. He has shown good 

manners, been supportive to others, and all adults have commented on what a star he has been! Well done   

Jenson - keep it up!   

Mr Whapham ’s class  

My star of the week is Summer. Summer has wowed the adults with the amount of effort she has put into her 

testing this week! She has applied herself well, thinking carefully about each question she faced and gave 100%! 

It was so lovely to see Summer believing in her own abilities and having the confidence to attack each test head 

on!  

Mr Higley class  
My star of the week is Alfie. I am really impressed with Alfie at the moment. He has contributed some amazing        

information during our topic lessons and has shown a real enthusiasm for sharing his ideas with the class.       

Throughout the week, Alfie has consistently put his hand up to contribute and has impressed me with the knowledge 

he has brought into discussions. He has clearly been thinking carefully about our learning and has helped to move 

conversations    forward with thoughtful ideas around the Egyptians. He is a human fact file and I ’m so glad he ’s    

confident to share his amazing self -directed research with the class! This week has been a little topsy turvy at times, 

but Alfie has adapted brilliantly. He has shown resilience, maturity, and a positive attitude throughout the changes, 

and that has really stood out to me. It would have been easy to lose focus at points during the week, but Alfie       

continued to work hard and stay engaged with his learning. Alfie, you have really impressed me this week. Your    

attitude, effort, and contributions have not gone unnoticed, and I am very proud of how adaptable you have been. 

Keep showing this  determination and positivity every day. You are a star!  

Mr Bayliss ’ class  
Mia has had a fantastic week and has shown a really positive attitude towards her learning in school. She has 

followed our classroom expectations brilliantly and has been making thoughtful choices on the playground, 

showing kindness and respect towards others. In lessons, Mia has put a great effort into her work, trying hard 

and staying focused on her tasks. She has also done a great job making sure she is in the right place at the right 

time, showing growing responsibility throughout the school day. Well done Mia, keep up the lovely work!   



Dates for your diary  
Mon, 18th May  Nethercott Parent Briefing  

Tue, 19th May  KS2 Cross Country — Whiddon Valley  

Wed, 20th May  Wimbledon Parent Briefing  

Wed, 20th May  KS2 — Oral Hygienist   
talk about oral hygiene  

Thur, 21st May  U9 ’s Girls Football Finals  

Fri, 22nd May  Y3/4 Ancient Egypt Experience  

Mon, 25th to Fri, 29th May  SUMMER HALF TERM  

Mon, 1st Jun  Back to school  

Tue, 2nd Jun  Miss Huxtable/Miss Tillman ’s class  

Quince Honey Farm Visit  

Wed, 3rd Jun  Y5/6 Top Up Swimming Lessons  

Mon, 8th Jun  Mr Bayliss/Mrs Grimwood ’s class  

Rock and Rapid — Bouldering/Team Games  

Tue, 9th Jun  Y3/4 Cricket  

Wed, 10th Jun  Y6 Rising Stars — North Devon Wake Park  

Wed, 10th Jun  Y5/6 Top Up Swimming Lessons  

Wed, 10th Jun  Nursery/Reception — Jiggy Wrigglers  

Thur, 11th Jun  Whiddon Wobbler — Key Stage 2  

Thur, 11th Jun  Nursery — Jiggy Wrigglers  

Fri, 12th Jun  Y5/6 Cricket  

 Week commencing—  18th May 2026 

Please contact the school office for gluten free, dairy free and vegan options. 

 



 GTS Aquathlon  

Well done, Heath for taking part in the GTS 

Aquathlon at Torrington this morning.  

 Learning outside the classroom with Years 3,4 and 5  

This week year 3, 4 and 5 have had a different 

timetable due to the SATs being undertaken.  

We had some lovely trips to the park.  

We based our leaning around endangered       

animals and we did artwork based on Andy    

Warhol's Endangered animals series, collage, a 

quiz, habitat making in the forest school and 

some  fantastic posters.  

The children have been amazing, with different 

routines and lots of changes to navigate.   

 

 




