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 Headteacher ’s message  
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
As we reach another busy and successful week at Orchard Vale, I would like to thank our whole school community for 
their continued support during the recent spell of very warm weather.  
 
The children's wellbeing has remained our top priority and staff have made a number of adjustments throughout the 
week to help everyone stay safe and comfortable in the heat. These have included increased access to water, additional 
shaded activities, reduced time in direct sunlight, and adapting parts of the school day where necessary.  
 
We know some parents have understandably been concerned about Sports Day taking place during the hot weather. 
Thank you for sharing these concerns with us. In response, we have moved our Sports Day events to the cooler morning 
periods, helping us to continue celebrating the children's sporting achievements whilst prioritising their health and    
wellbeing.  
 
This week has also seen school reports sent home. As I read through the reports, I have been incredibly proud of all that 
the children have achieved this year. They reflect not only academic progress but also the kindness, resilience, creativity 
and determination that our pupils demonstrate every day. It was wonderful to welcome so many families to our        
parent -pupil interviews and to celebrate these successes together.  
 
Our Year 6 children thoroughly enjoyed attending the Warrior Games this week and represented the school brilliantly. 
They are also continuing with their transition visits and are looking forward to taking their next exciting steps into   
secondary education. We are incredibly proud of how maturely and confidently they are approaching this important 
milestone.  
 
Looking ahead, children will be visiting their new classes next week, providing an exciting opportunity to meet their 
new teachers and begin preparing for the next stage of their learning journey. We were also delighted to welcome our 
new Nursery and Reception starters this week and are very much looking forward to seeing them become part of the 
Orchard Vale family.  
 
Finally, a gentle reminder to everyone to take extra care during the current heatwave. Please remember to stay        
hydrated, seek shade where possible, use sun protection, and take sensible precautions to look after yourselves, your 
children and your pets during the hot weather. If you are walking your dog during this hot weather, please take extra 
care by avoiding the hottest parts of the day, checking that pavements are not too hot for paws, and taking plenty of 
water for your journey. If you have tied your dog up outside a shop or venue, please do not leave them distressed or 
unattended for long periods, as this can cause additional stress and discomfort during the heatwave. Looking after our 
pets in these conditions is just as important as looking after ourselves.  

 
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. Have a wonderful weekend and stay safe in the     
sunshine.  
 
Fiona Pearce  

Headteacher  

 Sports Days  
 

The revised timings are as follows:  
 

Monday, 13 th  July  
Years 3 & 4 – Gates open 9 -15am for 9.30am start.  

 

Tuesday, 14 th  July  
Years 5 & 6 – Gates open 9.15am for 9.30am start.  

 

Wednesday, 15 th  July  
Reception – Gates open 9.15 for 10am start  

 

Thursday, 16 th  July  
Years 1 & 2 – Gates open 9.45am  for 10am start  

 Handwriting Heroes of the Week  

Layla  Charlie A  

Ellie -Ivy  Molly L  

Bella M  Elodie  

Reggie H  Chloe H  

Harry K  Molly W  



 

STARS OF THE 

Miss Tillman ’s class  

 

My star of the week is George.  George has really impressed me this week with how versatile he can be. He has 

faced changes in the classroom with a change in adults this week, but this didn't stop him from showing how 

amazing he is.  He has made great efforts in his writing this week. He has been working independently, getting 

straight on with his work. He has greatly improved his handwriting this week, making sure his letters are of 

the right size. I couldn't be any prouder of George if I tried. Not only has he had an amazing week, but he has 

also had a fantastic half term! Well done, George, keep up this amazing work! - Miss Tillman and Mrs Owen x  

Miss Huxtable ’s class  

My star of the week is Leighton. Leighton has been working SO hard this week, and it's been lovely to see him 

so confident and engaged in his learning. In writing, Leighton is always desperate to show us what he can do. 

His motivation has improved so much, and he loves the opportunity to practise writing sentences. I can also 

barely keep him quiet on the carpet as he is the first one to share his fantastic ideas and word choices in order 

to help me make my writing better! Confidence is definitely the theme of the week as Miss Tillman has also 

noticed this in his maths. It's so nice to see him willing to give everything a go but also, we are so pleased to 

see him more comfortable with taking on feedback and seeing it as a way to learn and improve. Beyond this, 

Leighton is just the kindest, most gentle boy. He is always helpful and is so lovely to everyone around him. 

Leighton, you are a star!! Miss Huxtable & Mrs Dunn x  

Mrs De -Ritis ’ / Mrs Bryant ’s class  

This week our star of the week is Leon.  We have been very impressed with how Leon has had such a positive 

attitude towards school. Leon has been coming in with a smile on his face and has overcome some big        

challenges; recently running in with his "shorts and t -shirt" on! Leon is also a great mathematician and loves 

to show off his knowledge and skills. Well done, Leon!  Mrs. Bryant, Mrs. D, Mrs. Scott and Miss. Madge!  

Mrs Oldfield ’s class  

Fraser only started at OV last half -term, but he has made a real impression on both staff and children,  

demonstrating what it means to be an OV superstar!   Fraser is consistently kind to his friends and peers,    

ensuring everyone is included!   Fraser is aware of his own needs as well as the needs of others; Fraser will use 

his quiet but mighty voice to question, explain and find comprise where needed. These skills have had a      

positive influence socially, and supported understanding and extension of his learning, in which he takes such 

pride!   We are honoured to have had you become a member of our class family, Fraser.   Keep shining bright as 

you begin your new adventure in Year 2.   Mrs Oldfield, Mrs Quilter and Miss Priest  



 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Mrs Grimwood ’s class  

My star of the week is Tommy. I have been constantly impressed with Tommy's learning this year. This week it 

is his writing that has been a highlight. Tommy is so good at focusing on what is needed and carrying it out to 

the letter. Our Creature Who Was Afraid of the Dark stories have been drawn out over quite a number of weeks 

and yet Tommy has managed to hold the thread all the way through and is continuing to produce great writing 

right to the end. This is fantastic! On top of that, Tommy makes me smile every single day. He makes such     

insightful little observations of things and always says things exactly as they are. Tommy, you are such a     

marvellous character. I have loved having you again in my class this year. You are an absolute star!  

Miss Williams ’ class  
My Star of the Week is Tahlia. Tahlia is someone who always makes the right choices and embraces every aspect 
of school life. She is kind, hardworking and a fantastic role model for everyone around her. This week, she      
particularly impressed me in maths. I don't often get the chance to teach Tahlia maths, so it was a real privilege 
to see her in action. She absolutely blew me away with her understanding of using BIDMAS to order calculations 
correctly. By the end of the lesson, she was tackling the questions confidently and completely independently. I 
also had a lovely parents evening with Tahlia's mum this week, and it was wonderful to share just how fantastic 
Tahlia has been throughout the whole year. She has so much to be proud of. Tahlia is a lovely member of our 
class and a pleasure to teach. Mrs J is very lucky to have her joining her class next year, and I know she'll      
continue to shine. Well done, Tahlia. You are a superstar!  

Mrs Johnson ’s class  

My Star of the Week is Mila. Mila has shown consistently what a helpful and enthusiastic girl she is. This week, 

with Year 6 children visiting Park School, she has stepped forward to help with many of the responsibilities they 

usually complete. She has helped as a sports leader at lunch time, set up P.E sessions, and helped set up Year 

3/4 sports day practise. I have no doubt she will be such an amazing Year 6 as she is so organised and relishes a 

challenge! Well done Mila - keep it up!  

Mr Whapham ’s class  

Ronnie is my star of the week! Ronnie is a fab learner, who always gives 100% in his learning. He is also such a 

kind and caring member of our class who supports his peers. It has been great to see him taking on more       

responsibility recently and helping adults around school. I had the pleasure of taking Ronnie to Wimbledon last 

week and he was a delight throughout. Well done Ronnie, you are a real star!   

Mr Higley class  

My star of the week is Eliza. I am really impressed with Eliza at the moment. She has worked incredibly hard 

over the past week and has made a real effort to follow our Golden Rules every day.  Eliza has also produced 

some excellent writing, particularly when redrafting her own story about an ant who was afraid of heights. Her 

ideas were funny, creative, and a real pleasure to read. What impressed me most was the way she responded to 

feedback, taking the time to improve her work and make it even better.  Eliza, I am so pleased with the progress 

you are making. Your attitude towards learning and your willingness to improve have put you in an excellent 

position as you move into Year 4. Keep up the fantastic effort. You are a star!  

Mr Bayliss ’ class  
Mason has had a fantastic week and should be very proud of himself. It has been wonderful to see his            
confidence grow in the classroom. He has been putting his hand up to ask and answer questions and is           
becoming much more confident in asking for support when he needs it, rather than waiting. This has helped him 
make great progress in his learning. Mason is also an incredibly kind and caring member of our class. He always 
treats others with respect and consistently makes the right choices. His positive attitude and thought-
ful  behaviour  make him a fantastic role model for his classmates. Well done, Mason - keep up the amazing effort 
and confidence!   



 Are you eligible for Benefit Related Free School Meals  
 
If you think you may be eligible for free school meal assistance you can apply online through Devon County Coun-
cils Citizens Portal.  
 
Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 all receive free school meals through the Government ’s Universal Infant 
Free School Meals scheme. This is provided automatically for all children in these year groups and is not linked to 
benefit -related eligibility.  
 
Once a child moves into Year 3, school meals become chargeable unless they are entitled to benefit -related Free 
School Meals. Applications for this are made through Devon County Council, who will assess eligibility.  
 
You can apply for benefit -related Free School Meals at any time during your child/children ’s education. See link to 
Citizens Portal below: Apply for Free School Meals Devon County Council Citizens Portal  
 
Apply for Free School Meals Devon County Council Citizens Portal.  
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:  
 
• income -related Employment and Support Allowance  
• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  
• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit  
• Child Tax Credit (provided you ’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income 

of no more than £16,190)  
• Working Tax Credit run -on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit  
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a 

year (after tax and not including any benefits you get)  
 
If you do not qualify for most benefits (also known as having ‘no recourse to public funds ’), your child may still be 
eligible for free school meals. Ask their school or local authority whether they ’re eligible.  
 
If you believe you are eligible but face difficulties with online applications, you can contact the Education Helpline 
at 03451551019 for assistance.  
 
If you are found to be eligible, please let us know so that we can update your child/children ’s records. We can then 
support you not only by providing a nutritious school meal at no cost, but also through subsidies for school trips 
and residential visits, as well as additional resources in school.  

 Would you like to volunteer?  
 

As you may be aware, schools across the country are continuing to face increasing financial pressures and staffing 
challenges. Despite this, we remain committed to providing our pupils with enriching educational visits, sporting 
events and other off -site learning opportunities.  
 
To help us continue offering these valuable experiences safely and successfully, we would like to invite parents and 
carers to volunteer to assist with school trips and activities throughout the year.  
 
Parent volunteers play an important role in supporting staff, helping to supervise children and ensuring trips run 
smoothly. Whether you are available occasionally or more regularly, any support you can offer would be greatly 
appreciated.  
 
Please note that volunteers may be required to complete the necessary safeguarding and school checks before ac-
companying children on visits.  
 
If you would be interested in volunteering please click this link and answer to quick online form .  

  New supplier for uniform orders  
Order and collection is instore with Brandit - Severn Brethren Bank, Barnstaple, EX31 2AS, 01271 377222, 
Email  brandit@customtops.co.uk  (next to BJs Value House).   Payment on ordering.  
 
BrandIt will take orders from 1 st  August 2026.  
 
Uniform they will supply: - 
Sweatshirts – 762B in French Navy – Ages 1 -2 to 13 are £13.50 (adults ’ sizes £20.00)  
Polo – SS11B in Sunflower – Ages 1 -2 to 13 are £12.00 (adults ’ sizes £14.50).  

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/en?ReturnUrl=%2FCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3RWFZvuneEGMNLPFLdk_cJowa1ip94FOhfmHoY4XhUBURjE3MFdST041QkZYSjk4UUg1QzNLOTdGSS4u
mailto:brandit@customtops.co.uk


Dates for your diary  

Mon, 13th Jul  Y3 / 4 Sports Day — 9.15 am gates open  

(2 family members per child)  

Tue, 14th Jul  Y5/6 Sports Day — 9.15 am gates open  

(2 family members per child)  

Wed, 15th Jul  Y5/6 Boys Football Finals  

Wed, 15th Jul  Reception Sports Day —  9.15am gates open  

(2 family members per child)  

Thur, 16th Jul  DEN/COVE Sports Day — 9am  

Thur, 16th Jul  Y1 / 2 Sports Day — 9.45 am gates open  

Fri, 17th Jul  Rocksteady End of Term Concert  

Fri, 17th Jul  Whole School Transition — 10.45 am  

Mon, 20th Jul  Whole School Transition — 1.30 pm  

Mon, 20th Jul  Y6 Presentation Evening  

Tue, 21st Jul  Y6 Milky Way / BBQ / Rounders Staff –v– Year 6  

Wed, 22nd Jul  Leavers Assembly  

Last Day of Term  

Mon, 7th Sept  First Day of Autumn Term  

 Week commencing—  Monday, 13th July 2026 

Please contact the school office for gluten free, dairy free and vegan options. 

 

School Dinner price increase  

In September the price of 

School Dinners will increase to 

£2.70 . 








