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J fantastic visit to Quince Honey Farm. The children learned all about the importance to us of bees,

A from teachers.
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Orchard Vale’'s Weekly News
Friday, 5th June 2026

www.ovschool.co.uk
orchardvale@thsp.org.uk
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Headteacher’s message

A

Dear Parents and Carers,

">

It was lovely to welcome the children back after a wonderful half term. They certainly seem to have
made the most of the beautiful weather over the break.
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Despite the mixed conditions this week, Miss Huxtable’s and Miss Tillman’s classes enjoyed a
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took part in engaging workshops, and even had fun on a tractor ride. Meanwhile, some of our Year
5 and 6 pupils have begun a new set of Top-Up Swimming Lessons at Tarka Leisure.
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You should all now have received an email with details of our Sports Days in July. To help ensure
these events are safe and enjoyable for children, staff, and families, we kindly ask that you read the
accompanying safeguarding information carefully.
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With so much happening over the rest of the summer term, please remember to check the calendar
on the school website regularly, as well as your child’s class Teams page for important updates
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Finally, as we clear out the lost property area today, we would really appreciate your support in
helping to reduce lost items. Please ensure your child’s name is clearly written on all uniform and
belongings.
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Thank you for your continued support.
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Fiona Pearce

13

Headteacher
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The Whiddon Wobbler—Cross Country Race - Harbour North Schools

On Thursday 11th June, we are excited to be hosting our first Key Stage 2 cross country event for the Harbour
Northern Schools - The Whiddon Wobbler.

This special event will bring together local schools to compete here at Orchard Vale between 10:00am and 1:00pm.

The racecourse will take place across both the school site and the surrounding local estate. Families and members of the
community are warmly invited to come out and support the runners. There will be several viewing points along the
route where you can cheer on the participants—especially our Orchard Vale competitors!

The children would greatly appreciate your encouragement and support.

We would also like to ask that you are extra vigilant when using your vehicles between these times and avoid parking
on or blocking pavements.

Thank you, and we look forward to seeing you there!
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Mrs Oldfield’s class

Alfie, it has been such a joy watching your confidence grow! We love that you are now confidently using your
voice in circle times, during pay, and within your learning! This week, you have worked incredibly hard learning
to form the letters of your name correctly. We are all so proud of you, Alfie! Mrs Oldfield, Mrs Quilter and Miss

Priest

Mrs De-Ritis’ / Mrs Bryant’s class

Qur star of the week is Gracie. Gracie is our star of the week for the fantastic progress she has made since
joining our school. Although she initially found it challenging to settle into class routines, she has shown great
determination and resilience. Gracie now approaches phonics with enthusiasm, is polite to adults, and is
starting to play more with her friends. Well done, Gracie. We are proud of the progress you are making!

Miss Tillman’s class

My star of the week is Eleanor. | was very surprised when | realised Eleanor has not had star of the week yet.
Eleanor works hard in every lesson. She tries her best and never gives up. She has been working hard on ‘show
not tell’ in writing recently and has been using creative language to make her writing pop. | could talk about
Eleanor’s academic journey all day, but it was really lovely to see her enjoying herself during our trip to the
Quince Honey Farm on Tuesday. Eleanor asked and answered a range of questions all about bees and tried
every single activity. She was so engaged and could tell me all about her experience. | love being around
Eleanor, she makes everyone smile and has a heart of gold. You are a star, well done lovely girl! — Miss Tillman

and Mrs Owen

Miss Huxtable's class

My star of the week is Millie. | have felt super lucky to teach Millie phonics this week. Millie has never been in
my phonics group before, and | was amazed by her fantastic enthusiasm and attitude! Millie has clearly been
working hard on her speedy word recognition and even managed to read each of the speedy story words with
only one second to look and recognise each one. Millie was also a pleasure to take on our school trip this week
as she always listens well, and it was lovely to see her so engaged with all the different activities. Millie always
comes to school with a big smile and puts her all into everything she does. Millie, you are fabulous! Well done.
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Mr Higley class

My star of the week is Phoebe. | am really impressed with Phoebe at the moment. She has returned from half
term with a fantastic attitude and has been a positive presence in every lesson throughout the week. Phoebe
has particularly impressed me in geography, where she has shown a great understanding of physical and
human features and contributed thoughtful ideas during our discussions. She works brilliantly in pairs and
groups, always listening carefully to others and trying her hardest in every session. | have also been really
pleased with the kindness Phoebe shows every day. She always takes the time to make sure other peaple are
okay and is a caring and considerate member of our class. Phoebe, | am incredibly pleased with how you have
returned from half term. Keep showing this positive attitude and excellent effort. You are a star!

Mrs Grimwood'’s class

My star of the week is Belle. | have seen a maturing side to Belle as the weeks have gone on. This week has been
a calm and hardworking week and that is exactly what | want to see. Belle quietly works hard and gets on with
everything she is asked to do. Belle loves to be involved with everything that is going on. She has a cheeky
underside and loves to have a little joke. It is not always easy for Belle returning to school after a holiday but
this week she has seemed more resilient and settled which has been very encouraging. Belle, it has been lovely
to have another chance to teach you again. You are working so well and have a great attitude for learning. This
will serve you well in Year 5!

Mr Bayliss’ class

Leo has had a great week and has been working really hard in class. He has been listening carefully to
instructions and trying his best in all of his lessons. Even when he finds work difficult, Leo keeps going and puts
a lot of effort into completing his tasks. It has been great to see him staying focused and showing a positive
attitude towards his learning. Leo is very kind and caring and always looks out for others in our class showing
great empathy. Well done for your hard work this week, Leo - keep it up!

Mrs Johnson’s class

My Star of the Week is Alexis. Alexis has returned after half term with an incredibly positive attitude and has
approached every challenge with enthusiasm and determination. Alexis consistently works hard in all areas of
her learning and always gives her very best effort, even when tasks are challenging. She listens carefully, stays
focused and takes pride in producing work of a high standard. Her excellent behaviour and mature attitude
make her a pleasure to teach, and she sets a fantastic example for those around her. Well done, Alexis! Keep up
the fantastic work!

Mr Whapham’s class

My star of the week is Henry. Henry has worked hard this week, impressing adults with his focus and
determination. In maths, he has shown a great attitude towards his learning, making good behaviour choices as
well as applying his learning. | have particularly been impressed with Henry's growth in maturity recently,

taking his learning more seriously and showing adults that he wants to learn! Henry also has a great sense of
humour and is someone who is always making others laugh and smile. Great work Henry.

Miss Williams' class

My Star of the Week is Josh! Josh is one of the kindest and most thoughtful boys in our school. Every morning,
he is the first to say good morning to the adults, and he always brings a smile to people's faces with his cheerful
and caring nature. This week, Josh has really impressed us with his hard work and resilience in his learning,
particularly in maths. He has been working incredibly hard with Miss Humm, and we are so proud of his
determination to succeed. It has been wonderful to see him beginning to understand that mistakes are a positive
part of learning and help us to improve and grow. Josh, we are so proud of you. Keep being the amazing young
man that you are.
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Mon, 8th Jun

Mr Bayliss/Mrs Grimwood’s class

Rock and Rapid—Bouldering/Team Games

Tue, 9th Jun

Y3/4 Cricket

Wed, 10th Jun

Y6 Rising Stars—North Devon Wake Park

Wed, 10th Jun

Y5/6 Top Up Swimming Lessons

Wed, 10th Jun

Nursery/Reception—Jiggy Wrigglers

Thur, 11th Jun

Whiddon Wobbler—Key Stage 2

Thur, 11th Jun

Nursery—Jiggy Wrigglers

Fri, 12th Jun

Y5/6 Cricket

Mon, 15th Jun

Mr Higley’s Class
Rock and Rapid—Bouldering/Team Games

Tue, 16th Jun

Mrs Oldfield/Mrs De-Ritis’s Class
Quince Honey Farm Visit

Wed, 17th Jun

Olympic Legacy

Wed, 17th Jun

Y5/6 Top Up Swimming Lessons

Mon, 22nd to Fri, 26th Jun

Y5/6 Nethercotit Residential

Mon, 22nd Jun

Y3/4—Walkability Pedestrian Training

Wed, 24th Jun

Reception/Y18&2—O0ral Hygienist Visit

Mon, 29th Jun

Y5/6— Mr Whapham/Miss Williams’ class
Beach Activity Day/Surf Lesson

Week commencing— 8th June 2026

Please contact the school office for gluten free, dairy free and vegan options.

LUNCH MENU - WEEK 1
8th & 29th June / 20th July / 215 Sept / 12th Oct

Harbour

A guiding Lght for sducstion

Available Every Day - Wholemeal Bread, Salad Bar, Fruit, Low Fat Yoghurts, Milk and Water

All Special Diets catered for pleas speak to your schools Kitchen Manager for advice.

Spaghetti Bolognaise

Cheese Pizza & Pasta & Garlic Bread

Jacket Potato with
Various Fillings

Quorn Bolognaise

Jacket Potato with
Various Fillings

Cheese & Tomato

Egg Mayo
Sandwich Sandwich

Roast Chicken & Jumbo Breaded Fish
Stuffing Finger

Curried Noodles with

Kegle Bodst Quorn Pieces

Jacket Potato with

Various Fillings Jacket Potato with

Various Fillings

Tuna Mayo & Ham & Cheese
C ber Wrap Sandwich

Peas or Cucumber

Sweetcorn or Carrot
Sticks Sticks

'% Fruit Smoothie

Pip Organic Lolly

Roast Potato, Seasonal cm”:‘:m' Baked

Peas &
Vegetables & Gravy Tomato Ketchup

Ice Cream Pots Cookie

Cheeseburger in Bun
ad 2
Veggie Burger

Jacket Potato with
Various Fillings

p -
Sausage Roll 4

Potato Wedges, Corn
on the Cob or Salad

Arctic Roll




~ Quince Honey Farm

. On Tuesday, Miss Tillman's class and Miss Huxtable's class had a wonderful time visiting Quince Honey Farm.
Despite the rain, the children enjoyed a fantastic day full of activities and came away with lots of knowledge
about bees and honey. The activities included a honey-tasting session, dressing up as worker bees, holding a

: “3:31 candles from beeswax and planted some seeds. At lunchtime, the children enjoyed letting off some energy in
the soft play area. They all behaved brilliantly and came home with big smiles.

Ancient Egypt Day

Before half term Year 3/4 enjoyed a fantastic Egyptian Day packed with exciting activities. The children
o looked amazing in their Ancient Egyptian outfits and were fully immersed in the experience from the start of
fl the day.

They explored how Egyptians used maths and measured using cubits, took part in an Egyptian quiz and
enjoyed playing Hounds and Jackals, a traditional Egyptian board game. The children also had the
opportunity to handle and examine a range of Egyptian artefacts, learning more about Ancient Egyptian

history.

The highlight of the day was a
mummification re-enactment, where
the children watched and took part in
the process, bringing their  learning
to life in a very memorable way.

Throughout the day, the children
listened exceptionally well, worked
- hard and represented the school
8 brilliantly.

it was a wonderful day of learning
s that everyone thoroughly enjoyed.




Donations— Spare Clothes

If you have any unwanted, clean, clothes for boys and
girls— age 1-6 years they would be very grateful for
any donations.

Socks
Trousers

T-shirts




MUSlCAL
|IN'A WEEK

Monday 3rd to Friday 7th August

Ages 4 to 9 years
9am to 1pm each day

Tuesday 4th to Saturday 8th Augus
Ages 4 to 9 years

Performance: Friday 7th August @ 1pm ‘ 9am to 1pm each day
: Performance: Saturday 8th August @ 1pm

To book contact toIIey angell@yahoo co.uk

TMUSICALE & S N[N 12R POSIIE

IN A WEEK ' ,
WORKSIOP

Tues 16" June
Qam-11am A TR T
FREE)!

Coffee Cabin
Orchard Vale Community

Sc hool

Tuesday 4th to Saturday 8th August QRSP FLORAL

Ages 10 to 18 years = 2
9am to 5pm each day Limited spaces- regis?er now -
o 07871358459

Performances: SaMdathhAugustOSpm&hsOpm . OR
Y info@kindnessfloralstudio.co.uk




THE MISSION
TO WAYFARER
ISLAND

READING AIM

Everyone has their own reading style! Some zoom through

space books on the bus, laugh at silly poems in the park, or listen
to dragon adventures in the car. For this mission, you can read
however you like — so what’s your reading style?

You can set your reading aim below. Pick a goal that feels

right for you — a bit of a challenge, but still lots of fun. It’s your
choice how many books you read or how many times you read
(10 minutes = 1 time). You might read 1 book, 6 books... or go big
with 20 books — it’s really doesn't matter!

And here’s a fun fact: if you read for just 10 minutes a day
over the holidays, that’s 7 whole hours of adventure!

Check out your reading log inside.

My summer reading aim is:

You can do as many of these activities as you like over
the summer, do at least one and collect your sticker!
If you draw a picture or write a short story, you can
show your creation to library staff.

Use public transport - catch
a bus, train, tram or even
a boat somewhere.

Tell a member of library staff
a fun fact about pigeons,
seagulls or explorers!

Draw your favourite
type of transport - real
or lmaﬁnodl

Write a short sﬁory or
comic strip - keep it to
one side of A4.

Sign up to, or finish,
The Secret Book Quest.

somewhere by walking,

. skating, cycling, skamboardmg ‘
i or by scooter

Count how many pigeons

you see in your garden or local

area - try it for a day!

Write a short book review
- you can enter a prize draw,
ask staff for details.

Gotoalibrarymntoractmty
. = check with your local library

to find out what’s on.

Shan a story road
to a friend, pet, a toy
or family members.

Certain activities should be supervised by an adult —
check with your adult before you take part and stay safe.

I have completed ‘

l summer book quest activities
G 3 Y 3 % 7

"/3 o] ;|3 to The Summer Book Quest: Mission
to Wayfarer Island. To complete this

mission, you must do three things:

a Write your name and your summer reading
aim on this leaflet - get your first sticker!

Quest activities on this sheet - collect

e Do one or more of The Summer Book
your second sticker!

Use the reading log to track the number
of books you read, or time you read for.

When you have finished reading, you can collect
your final sticker. Use all three stickers to crack
the code and get your medal and certificate!




