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 Headteacher ’s message  
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
It has been another busy and exciting week at Orchard Vale. On Monday, Mr Higley ’s class enjoyed their   

visit to Rock and Rapid Adventures, where they took part in bouldering and teamwork activities. On       

Tuesday, Mrs Oldfield ’s class and Mrs De -Ritis ’ class had a wonderful trip to the Quince Honey Farm.  

A team of 20 children also performed brilliantly at the Olympic Legacy event held at Park School, achieving 

an impressive 1st place, bringing back the shield —well done to everyone who took part!  

We would like to thank our parents for their continued support in enabling these enriching opportunities, 

whether by completing consent forms or making contributions. A special thank you also goes to our staff for 

ensuring all events ran safely and smoothly.  

We will be holding our Parent/Pupil/Teacher consultations on Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th July, starting 

from 3:45pm. Appointments can be booked via the Arbor App.  

Next week, a group of Year 5 and 6 children will be visiting Michael Morpurgo ’s Farms for City Children for 

their residential.  Mr Whapham and the team have planned a range of fun activities for the children staying 

in school.  

We are pleased to continue selling ice lollies from the Coffee Cabin every Friday afternoon —now reduced to 

50p. Do come along and enjoy a refreshing treat in the sunshine!  

Finally, we would appreciate your support in reminding children not to climb the trees in the turning circle 

or near the staff car park before and after school. Once children have been collected, they are the              

responsibility of their parents, and we kindly ask that you help ensure they stay safe and avoid causing any 

damage to themselves, trees or property.  

We are all looking forward to seeing the sun this weekend and see you all on Monday.  

 
Fiona Pearce  

Headteacher  

 Handwriting Heroes of the Week  

Henry R -N Mila K  

Leighton  Vienna -Rae  

Elma  Chloe R  

Leo S  Evalyn P  

Sofia J   Harlan  



 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Miss Tillman ’s class  

My star of the week is Reuben. I have been lucky enough to teach Reuben for phonics recently and he has really 

impressed me. He reads with great enthusiasm and expression. He always makes sure to change his voice to suit 

the character and works hard to draw emotion into his reading. Not only has Reuben impressed me with his 

reading, but he has impressed me with his story writing in English. He has been proofreading his work, making 

adaptations where needed, and has even started to use paragraphs in his writing.  Reuben is the biggest helper 

in my class. He always makes sure the class is tidy and running smoothly. Reuben, we are all very proud of you. 

Keep up the fantastic work! Miss Tillman and Mrs Owen x  

 

Miss Huxtable ’s class  

My star of the week is Arthur. Arthur is a lovely boy and is a big ball of energy. He has been working especially 

hard this week to channel this energy into making so many good choices! I have been so proud of Arthur's    

attitude. Every day, I have noticed him trying so hard on the carpet to really show that he is listening and ready 

to learn. Arthur has also taken real pride in his handwriting this week. Each morning, he has loved coming in 

and sat down with a handwriting sheet to show off his letter formation. It has been lovely to see him taking so 

much out of the school day and really finding the enjoyment in doing things well. Well done Arthur!              

Miss Huxtable & Mrs Dunn x  

 

Mrs De -Ritis ’ / Mrs Bryant ’s class  

This week our star of the week is Ruby. Ruby has had a fantastic week and was especially confident on our trip 

to Quince Honey Farm. She stood up in front of the class, listened to instructions, and enthusiastically dressed 

up and pretended to be a bee, whilst her classmates copied her actions. Ruby always sits beautifully on the    

carpet, follows expectations well, and is a polite and kind member of our class. She has a lovely smile, and it is 

always a pleasure to greet her each morning.  Well done, Ruby!!   Mrs Bryant, Mrs.D, Mrs. Scott and Miss Madge!  

Mrs Oldfield ’s class  

Star of the week is Spencer had a fabulous day at Quince Honey Fram, on Tuesday! It was a joy to see Spencer 

engage in all activities, with a curious nature!  With Support from the adults around him, Spencer has been 

working really hard on increasing his independence, in addition to completing learning tasks with beautiful 

presentation!   We are SO proud of you, Spencer! Keep trying hard and being the star that you are *.  

Mrs Oldfield, Mrs Quilter and Miss Priest  



 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Mrs Grimwood ’s class  

My star of the week is Reign. This is the second time this year that Reign has got star of the week and with good 

cause. I am constantly impressed with Reign's excellent effort, great learning and careful listening. I have also 

been told this week by Mr Askew that Reign is fantastic at telling the time. Reign is always in the right place, 

doing the right thing at the right time. He is a fantastic friend and has a lovely manner with other children. 

Reign really deserves to be celebrated because he is a fabulous learner! Well done. Reign.   

Miss Williams ’ class  

Bonnie is an absolute joy to have in class. She is such a kind and helpful girl who never helps others for        

recognition or praise, but simply because it is the right thing to do. She has been such a help to Mr Whapham 

recently, and I know how grateful he has been. It has also been lovely to see Bonnie working so hard in Reading 

and Writing this week. She has been focused, engaged, and has developed a real sense of independence in her 

learning, particularly in Reading. Bonnie has really matured over the course of the year and has grown into a 

lovely young lady. We are all so proud of you. Well done, Bonnie – keep it up!  

Mrs Johnson ’s class  

Megan has had a fantastic week and is a very deserving Star of the Week. She has worked particularly hard in 

maths, showing a strong understanding of measurement and tackling challenges with confidence. Megan has 

contributed well during lessons, answering questions thoughtfully and sharing her ideas. She has maintained a 

positive attitude throughout the week and has been kind, helpful and supportive to those around her. Well 

done, Megan – keep up the excellent work!  

Mr Whapham ’s class  
Hollie is my star of the week! Hollie has come a very long way this year ad I feel like this is the week to         

celebrate all her hard work and effort. Hollie has had to work very hard this year, putting in 100% to overcome 

challenges within her learning. This week, she has shown continued determination in her learning and has been 

working hard across all subject areas. Hollie has also become a more mature and well -rounded Year 6     

throughout this year and she is now really showing how sensible and brilliant she can be! Well done on being a 

star!  

 

Mr Higley class  
My star of the week is Vienna -Rae. I am really impressed with Vienna -Rae at the moment. She has shown       

fantastic effort and attention throughout the week and has approached every lesson with a positive attitude. 

Vienna -Rae was a real star during our visit to Rock and Rapid. She tackled the climbing wall with determination 

and took a full part in the bouldering and team -building activities. It was wonderful to see her getting involved, 

challenging herself, and encouraging others along the way. Throughout the week, Vienna -Rae has continued to 

work hard and stay focused, always trying her best in everything she does. She represented the school           

brilliantly and should be very proud of the way she conducted herself. Vienna -Rae, your effort and attitude have 

really stood out this week. Keep it up. You are a star!  

Mr Bayliss ’ class  
This is Harry ’s second Star of the Week because he has truly shone this week with his fantastic attitude and 
commitment to learning. He has remained calm and focused, staying on task even through the last few busy 
weeks, and has continued to approach every lesson with enthusiasm. Harry always listens carefully, shows    
respect to those around him and is eager to contribute to class discussions. He has also been a wonderful friend, 
showing kindness towards his classmates and helping to create a positive atmosphere in our classroom. His   
brilliant manners, mature  behaviour  and willingness to always do his best make him a role model for others. 
Well done, Harry - you should be very proud of yourself. Keep up the brilliant work!   



 

 

Olympic Legacy  

Well done to the 20 children who represented the school at the Olympic legacy on 
Wednesday   
 
The children had to take part in a series of relay races, competing against  
other schools.   
 
Out of 11 schools orchard vale came 1st, taking home gold medals and the  
Olympic legacy shield to keep at school.   
 
Well done to everyone who came! An amazing team effort   
 

Mr Higley ’s class visit to Rock and Rapid Adventures  

Year 3/4 had a fantastic visit to Rock and Rapid this week, where they took part in a range of exciting activi-

ties including bouldering and team -building challenges.  Prior to the trip, the children spent time in class             

researching extreme sports and learning about rock climbing, which helped them understand the skills and  

safety requirements involved. It was wonderful to see them applying this knowledge during the visit.  

The bouldering wall proved to be a particular favourite, with children showing determination and resilience to 

challenge themselves. Many pupils overcame worries about climbing at height and demonstrated real courage 

as they tackled increasingly difficult routes. Throughout the day, children were incredibly supportive of one   

another, offering encouragement and celebrating each other's successes.  

The team -building activities also provided an excellent opportunity for pupils to develop communication,      

cooperation and problem -solving skills. Their positive attitude and team spirit were evident throughout every 

challenge.  

Staff at Rock and Rapid were extremely complimentary about the behaviour of the class, commenting that 

they were among the best -behaved groups they could remember hosting. The children represented Orchard 

Vale  exceptionally well, showing excellent awareness of safety expectations and listening carefully to instruc-

tions at all times. Their behaviour was equally impressive during the coach journeys to and from the venue 

and they were incredibly polite to staff.  

Mr Higley bravely attempted some of the activities himself but the children may have demonstrated far more 

natural climbing talent.  

We are incredibly proud of how the children conducted themselves throughout the day and would like to 

thank Rock and Rapid for providing such an enjoyable and memorable experience.  



Dates for your diary  
Mon, 22nd to Fri, 26th Jun  Y5/6 Nethercott Residential  

Mon, 22nd Jun  Y3/4 — Walkability Pedestrian Training  

Wed, 24th Jun  Reception/Y1&2 — Oral Hygienist Visit  

Mon, 29th Jun  Y5/6 —  Mr Whapham/Miss Williams ’ class  

Beach Activity Day/Surf Lesson  

Tue, 30th Jun  Y5/6 — Mrs Johnson ’s class  

Beach Activity Day/Surf Lesson  

Wed, 1st Jul  Y6 — Pilton Transition Day  

Wed, 1st Jul  Y5/6 Top Up Swimming Lessons  

Wed, 1st Jul  Y5 — Cricket Festival  

Thur, 2nd Jul  Y6 — Pilton Transition Day  

Fri, 3rd Jul  Wimbledon Trip  

Tue, 7th Jul  Parent/Pupil/Teacher Consultations  

(see email sent of 18th June)  

Wed, 8th Jul  Parent/Pupil/Teacher Consultations  

(see email of 18th June)  

Wed, 8th Jul  Fire Safety Talk  

Wed, 8th Jul  Y6 Warrior Games  

Thur, 9th Jul  Y6 — Park Community School Transition Day  

Fri, 10th Jul  Y6 — Park Community School Transition Day  

 Week commencing—  22nd  June 2026 

Please contact the school office for gluten free, dairy free and vegan options. 

 








