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Orchard Vale’'s Weekly News
Friday, 12th June 2026

www.ovschool.co.uk
orchardvale@thsp.org.u

Dear Parents and Carers,

it has been an incredibly busy and enriching week at Orchard Vale, with children across all year groups enjoying a wide
range of opportunities beyond the classroom. We are incredibly proud of how well the children have coped with
changes to their normal routines, approaching new challenges with enthusiasm, resilience and a positive attitude. They
have achieved so much and represented the school brilliantly.

Year 3 & 4 enjoyed an exciting visit to Rock and Rapid Adventure, where they challenged themselves with bouldering
and team building activities. Many overcame initial nerves, showing real determination and perseverance, and most
importantly, had a fantastic time. Year 3 & 4 also attended a Cricket Festival at Park School, whilst some of our Year 5
& 6 children took part in both a cricket fixture at Instow Cricket Club and the Rising Stars event at the North Devon
Wake Park. Across all of these opportunities, our pupils demonstrated excellent sportsmanship and thoroughly em-
braced the chance to compete alongside other schools.

We were especially proud to host our very first Whiddon Wobbler cross-country race on Thursday. It was a fantastic
event, welcoming 17 schools from across North Devon. Despite less-than-ideal weather, spirits remained high and the
energy and enthusiasm from all participants was wonderful to see. The children ran brilliantly and showed great
determination throughout. The event was superbly organised, and we look forward to making this a regular feature
in our sporting calendar.

Looking ahead, we are currently finalising arrangements for our upcoming sports days, please ensure you are familiar
with the information on how these events will be run (see attached):

Monday 13th July (PM) - Year 3-4 1.15pm-3.00pm
Tuesday 14th July (PM) - Year 5-6 1.15pm-3.00pm
Wednesday 15th July (AM) - Reception 10.00am-11.00am
Thursday 16th July (PM) - Year 1-2 1.15pm-3.00pm

We are also very pleased to share that over the summer we will be undertaking significant building work to fully
refurbish our Nursery. in preparation, you may notice some changes to rooms and layouts in the coming weeks as we
get everything ready for the decorators. This is an exciting development that will allow us to create more space for our
youngest learners, with brand new, age-appropriate furniture and improved learning environments. We have also
listened carefully to parent feedback and will be creating a new, dedicated reception area to support smoother
drop-off and collection.

We hope you enjoy the forecasted sunshine this weekend and see you all on Monday.

Fiona Pearce
Headteacher

Handwriting Heroes of the Week

Nora Evie E
Frank Drift
Henry K-P Evie G
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Mrs Oldfield’s class

Ava, not only are you a wonderful friend and member of our class, you are also such a polite, compliant girl,
who gives everything your all! Your can-do attitude has supported your learning, and in turn, we've seen your
confidence grow, alongside your beaming smile! Well done, Ava-you really are a star Mrs Oldfield, Mrs Quilter
and Miss Priest
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Mrs De-Ritis’ / Mrs Bryant’s class

This week our star of the week is Thea. Congratulations on being our star of the week! You are always kind and
caring towards your friends and adults around the school. We are so proud of how confidently you now attend
your phonics group after finding it a little tricky to settle. You have also shown great kindness by helping
another child during transition in the mornings and on the carpet, demonstration what a great role model you
are. Keep up the fantastic work! Mrs. Bryant
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Miss Tillman’s class

My star of the week is Ellie-lvy. We have been beyond impressed this this amazing girl for the past two weeks.
Ellie-ivy has truly ‘woken’ up and has found an incredible attitude for learning. She is eager to learn and
determined to push herself in every single lesson. We have been overwhelmed by her incredible writing recently.
Ellie-ivy is truly emersed in our new book ‘Baba Yaga’ and has produced some wonderful writing. Not only has
she written more but the work she is producing is of great quality. She is now thinking about her language
choice and how she can make her writing pop. Ellie-lvy is working very independentiy and is becoming proud of
her work, as she should. Ellie-Ivy, not only are you working hard but you are a joy to have in the classroom.
You have come such a long way, and you should be very proud of yourself. Well done, you wonderful girl! -
Miss Tillman and Mrs Qwen x
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Miss Huxtable's class
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My star of the week is Kojo. Kojo has made me so proud this week and | have been blown away by his reading. i
have been {ucky enough to teach Kojo's phonics group every day, and his attitude has been amazing. | have
noticed Kojo is so much more confident in phonics now and he is reading much more fluently. Even outside of
phonics lessons, it's lovely to see him enjoying books from the book corner and seeing himself as a reader. it
was also lovely to have Miss Priest pop in with Kojo in to show me his fabulous rhyming writing that he's been
doing in English this week. Kojo has bounced into school with a big smile every day and has impressed us so
much. Well done Kojo! Miss Huxtable & Mrs Dunn x
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Mr Higley class S
My star of the week is Oliver. | am really impressed with Oliver at the moment. He has been putting a huge ok .
amount of effort into all areas of his learning and has consistently tried his hardest in every subject throughout BT &
the week. QOliver has particularly impressed me in geography. He asked lots of thoughtful questions and showed .

a real desire to deepen his understanding of what we were learning. It was fantastic to see him pushing himself [T 3
to learn more and taking such an active role in lessons. He was also excellent during the cricket event on
Tuesday, representing the school brilliantly with a positive attitude and great effort. Maost importantly, Oliver R
has been a joy to teach. His hard work, enthusiasm, and willingness to get involved have really stood out, and ey,
he has put himself in a very strong position as we look towards the end of the year. Oliver, | am incredibly 5P
proud of the effort you are putting into your learning. Keep it up. You are a star!

Mrs Grimwood'’s class

My star of the week is Wyatt. Wyatt is a great learner and completes classroom tasks well every day. He listens
quietly in class and settles down to learning when he is required to. | have been encouraging Wyatt recently to
work on his handwriting. Wyatt generally formed his letters well but he had a very loose style which sometimes
was tricky to read. | have seen Wyatt making a conscious effort to smarten up his handwriting and this has
been great to see. Well done, Wyatt for persevering. Wyatt is also a very kind and gentle member of our class
who quietly goes about his business and just goes with the flow of all that is going on. Wyatt, | know you have
walited a long time for this! You are a star!

Mr Bayliss’ class

Leo has had a brilliant week and should be very proud of his efforts. He has followed our classroom
expectations closely, making sure he is always in the right place at the right time and ready to learn. Leo has
worked hard in lessons, listening carefully and trying his best with all of his tasks. He was also fantastic on our
bouldering school trip, showing great bravery on the climbing walls, working well as part of a team and
listening carefully to instructions throughout the day. Well done, Leo - keep up the great effort!

Mrs Johnson’s class

My Star of the Week is Lilah. Lilah has been working so hard this year and has really grown in confidence. In
our reading sessions, at the start of the year, Lilah would often ask for help at the very beginning of a task. |
have noticed over the last few weeks that this has stopped completely, and she begins tasks independently. This
is such huge progress because | can see that her self-belief is growing and she now has faith in her own abilities.
Keep it up Lilah — you are a super star!

Mr Whapham’s class
My Star of the Week is Evie. Evie is on the Happy Bench as she has been absolutely shining this week. it has

been wonderful to see her positive mindset, amazing attitude and commitment to improving not only her
handwriting but also her writing in English. | have really enjoyed reading her fantasy story as it has come
together, and it has been lovely to see how much she has enjoyed writing it too! | have also seen her really
challenge herself in History and apply herself brilliantly. At the start of the topic, she would often ask for help
quite quickly, but | have noticed Evie putting her all into her work and trying to be as independent as possible,
and it is really showing. Your hard work shone in the Year 5 and 6 assembly this week too, where you were
rewarded with two certificates. You are such a lovely member of the class, and it is a pleasure to have you in
my lessons. You should be very proud of yourself, Evie. Keep up the fantastic work!

Miss Williams' class

My Star of the Week is the fantastic Isla J. Isla is someone who could be chosen every week. She always works
hard, tries her best, and is kind and helpful to everyone around her. She is always willing to lend a hand and is a
wonderful friend to her classmates. This week, | was especially impressed by her commitment to our school.
When she found out at the last minute that she would be competing in the cross-country event, she stepped up
with confidence and gave it her absolute best. We were all so proud of her fantastic effort and determination.
Well done, Isla! You are a brilliant team player and have shown fantastic OV spirit!




Mon, 15th Jun Mr Higley’s Class

Rock and Rapid—Bouldering/Team Games

Tue, 16th Jun Mrs Oldfield/Mrs De-Ritis’s Class

Quince Honey Farm Visit

Wed, 17th Jun Olympic Legacy

Wed, 17th Jun Y5/6 Top Up Swimming Lessons

Mon, 22nd to Fri, 26th Jun Y5/6 Nethercott Residential

Mon, 22nd Jun Y3/4—Walkability Pedestrian Training

Wed, 24th Jun Reception/Y 18&2—O0ral Hygienist Visit

Mon, 29th Jun Y5/6— Mr Whapham/Miss Williams’ class

Beach Activity Day/Surf Lesson
Y5/6—Mrs Johnson’s class
Beach Activity Day/Surf Lesson
Y6—pPilton Transition Day

Tue, 30th Jun

Wed, 1st Jul

Wed, 1st Jul Y5/6 Top Up Swimming Lessons

Wed, 1st Jul Y5—Cricket Festival

Thur, 2nd Jul Yé6—Pilton Transition Day

Fri, 3rd Jul Wimbledon Trip

Wed, 8th Jul

Fire Safety Talk

Week commencing— 15th June 2026

Please contact the school office for gluten free, dairy free and vegan options.

LUNCH MENU - WEEK 2
15% June / 6™ July / 28* Sept / 19* Oct

Wholemeal Bread, Salad Bar, Fruit, Low Fat Yoghurts, Milk and Water

Harbour

Available Every Day
All Special Diets catered for pleas speak to your schools Kitchen Manager for advice.

Tomato & Cheese
Pasta Bake & Garlic

Bread

Jacket Potato with

Various Fillings

Ham
Sandwich

Peas or Salad

Frult Smoothie

Ham Pizza Boagueltes

Cherse Pizza Bagueite

Jacket Potato with
Various Fillings

Lag & Cress Sandwich
Potato Wedaes, Mixed
Veg or Salad

Pp Organi Lolly

Toad in the Hole
(Butchers Sausage &
Yorkshire Puddings)

Veaoie Tcad in the

Hole (Veacie Sausane
& Yorkshirz Pudding)

Jacket Pctato with
Various Fillings
luna Mayo Bap

Roast Potato, Fresh

Seasonal Veaetables &
Gravy

Jce Cream FPots

Sreaded Fish Fillet

Veagir Nuogets

Jacket Potato with
Various Fillings

Cheese Sandwich

Y,
Friday

Butchers Pork
Meatbals in Tomato
Sauce & Pasta

Cheese & Droccoli

Wheel & Pasta

Jacket Potato wit!
Varioas Fillings

Chips, Pasta, Peas or
Salad & Tomato
Ketchup

Cookie

S oe Roll

Corn en the Cob
& Salad

Arctic Roil y
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Mr Bag[iss’ers Grimwood’s C[asses

Bouldering Trip

On Monday, Mr Bayliss’ and Mrs Grimwood’s visited Rock and
Rapid Adventures for indoor bouldering and team-building
activities. The children had great fun trying out the different
climbing walls, challenging themselves and encouraging each
other along the way!

The children also took part in a range of team games which
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tested their communication and problem-solving skills. It was
lovely to see them show so much teamwork and support this
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trip.

The children were brilliant, and we are sure Mr Higley’s class
are going to enjoy their visit next Monday!

Year 34 enjoyed a busy day at Park School
on Tuesday 9th June. The day began with a
walk down to Rock Park for {lunch and time in
the play area.

After lunch we headed to Park School for
cricket multi-skills activities on their astro, led
by their pupils. The children worked hard,
behaved well and were a pleasure to take.
After a full day, the children walked all the
way back to school for pick up.

Well done to everyone who took part.
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Whiddon Wobbler

On Thursday, we hosted our first ever Whiddon Wobbler - a
cross country event for all North Devon schools within the
Harbour Trust. We had 17 schools attending with almost
250 children competing! The children were fabulous
despite the challenging weather and all did their very best!

A special mention to:
Olivia T who secured 2nd in her race
Qur 3{4 girls team who won their race

Every runner whose efforts secured an overall place of 3rd
for Orchard Vale.
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THEPARK
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
10"-28" AUGUST

Summer Holiday
Tennis Camps

Develop your childs tennis whilst having fun, making frieads & ploying gomes.
Our dedicated, possionate & engaging cooches weicome ol ages & abites i great locotions.

Junior Cam,

5-12yrolds | 10am - 1pm

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3

Mon 27th july - Braunton Mon 3rd Aug - Rock Park Mon 10th Aug - Braunton
Tues 28th July - Rock Park Tues 4th Aug - Braunton Tues 11th Aug - Rock Park
Wed 29th July - Braunton Wed Sth Aug - Rock Park Wed 12th Aug - Braunton
Thurs 30th July - Rock Park Thurs 6th Aug - Braunton Thurs 13th Aug - Rock Park
Fri 31st July - Braunton Fri Tth Aug - Rock Park Fri 14th Acg - Sraunton

Teen Camp

12-16 yr olds | 10am - Ipm
Week 1

Mon 27th July - Braunton
Wed 29th July — Braunton
Fri 31st July - Braunton

20 day Pass:
How To book

To book emad bookings @devonshiretennaacademy com with the chid/ren you wish to book, the
dates, and specify if you want to purchase individual days, 5, 10 or 20-day pass.

The passes are valid for one year from the date of purchase and can be used at any of our tennis camps
& by the same family (sdlings).

You do not need to book all your dates when purchasing the pass; This can be done 25 and when you
decide to book camps.

Park Lane Tennis Club, Rock Park, EX32 9AH
Braunton Tennis Club, Wrafton Road, D33 289

BARNSTAPLE RUGBY CLUB

GIRLS RUGBY
SUMMER SESSIONS

Touch Rugby - every Friday in August
6:00 -7:00pm

Year 5 to Year 11 - no experience
necessary

Contact:
girlslead.barnstaplerugby@gmail.com
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THE MISSION
TO WAYFARER
ISLAND

READING AIM

Everyone has their own reading style! Some zoom through

space books on the bus, laugh at silly poems in the park, or listen
to dragon adventures in the car. For this mission, you can read
however you like — so what’s your reading style?

You can set your reading aim below. Pick a goal that feels

right for you — a bit of a challenge, but still lots of fun. It’s your
choice how many books you read or how many times you read
(10 minutes = 1 time). You might read 1 book, 6 books... or go big
with 20 books — it’s really doesn't matter!

And here’s a fun fact: if you read for just 10 minutes a day
over the holidays, that’s 7 whole hours of adventure!

Check out your reading log inside.

My summer reading aim is:

You can do as many of these activities as you like over
the summer, do at least one and collect your sticker!
If you draw a picture or write a short story, you can
show your creation to library staff.

Use public transport - catch
a bus, train, tram or even
a boat somewhere.

Tell a member of library staff
a fun fact about pigeons,
seagulls or explorers!

Draw your favourite
type of transport - real
or lmaﬁnodl

Write a short sﬁory or
comic strip - keep it to
one side of A4.

Sign up to, or finish,
The Secret Book Quest.

somewhere by walking,

. skating, cycling, skamboardmg ‘
i or by scooter

Count how many pigeons

you see in your garden or local

area - try it for a day!

Write a short book review
- you can enter a prize draw,
ask staff for details.

Gotoalibrarymntoractmty
. = check with your local library

to find out what’s on.

Shan a story road
to a friend, pet, a toy
or family members.

Certain activities should be supervised by an adult —
check with your adult before you take part and stay safe.

I have completed ‘

l summer book quest activities
G 3 Y 3 % 7

"/3 o] ;|3 to The Summer Book Quest: Mission
to Wayfarer Island. To complete this

mission, you must do three things:

a Write your name and your summer reading
aim on this leaflet - get your first sticker!

Quest activities on this sheet - collect

e Do one or more of The Summer Book
your second sticker!

Use the reading log to track the number
of books you read, or time you read for.

When you have finished reading, you can collect
your final sticker. Use all three stickers to crack
the code and get your medal and certificate!




