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 Headteacher ’s message  
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
It has been an incredibly busy and enriching week at Orchard Vale, with children across all year groups enjoying a wide 
range of opportunities beyond the classroom. We are incredibly proud of how well the children have coped with    
changes to their normal routines, approaching new challenges with enthusiasm, resilience and a positive attitude. They 
have achieved so much and represented the school brilliantly.  
 
Year 3 & 4 enjoyed an exciting visit to Rock and Rapid Adventure, where they challenged themselves with bouldering 
and team building activities. Many overcame initial nerves, showing  real determination and perseverance, and most 
importantly, had a fantastic time. Year 3 & 4 also attended a Cricket Festival at Park School, whilst some of our Year 5 
& 6 children took part in both a cricket fixture at Instow Cricket Club and the Rising Stars event at the North Devon 
Wake Park. Across all of these opportunities, our pupils demonstrated excellent sportsmanship and thoroughly em-
braced the chance to compete alongside other schools.  
 
We were especially proud to host our very first  Whiddon Wobbler  cross -country race on Thursday. It was a fantastic 
event, welcoming 17 schools from across North Devon. Despite less -than -ideal weather, spirits remained high and the 
energy and enthusiasm from all participants was wonderful to see. The children ran brilliantly and showed great      
determination throughout. The event was    superbly organised, and we look forward to making this a regular feature 
in our sporting calendar.  
 
Looking ahead, we are currently finalising arrangements for our upcoming sports days, please ensure you are familiar 
with the information on how these events will be run (see attached):  
 
Monday 13th  July (PM)          -           Year 3 -4                      1.15pm -3.00pm   
Tuesday 14th  July (PM)          -          Year 5 -6                      1.15pm -3.00pm   
Wednesday 15th  July (AM)    -          Reception                    10.00am -11.00am   
Thursday 16th  July (PM)        -          Year 1 -2                      1.15pm -3.00pm   
 
We are also very pleased to share that over the summer we will be undertaking significant building work to fully      
refurbish our Nursery. In preparation, you may notice some changes to rooms and layouts in the coming weeks as we 
get everything ready for the decorators. This is an exciting development that will allow us to create more space for our 
youngest learners, with brand new, age -appropriate furniture and improved learning environments. We have also    
listened carefully to   parent feedback and will be creating a new, dedicated reception area to support smoother       
drop -off and collection.  
 
We hope you enjoy the forecasted sunshine this weekend and see you all on Monday.  

 
 
Fiona Pearce  

Headteacher  

 Handwriting Heroes of the Week  

Nora  Evie E  

Frank  Drift  

Henry K -P  Evie G  

Renzo  Riley R  

Carter  Cleo  



 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Miss Tillman ’s class  

My star of the week is Ellie -Ivy. We have been beyond impressed this this amazing girl for the past two weeks. 

Ellie -ivy has truly ‘woken ’ up and has found an incredible attitude for learning. She is eager to learn and       

determined to push herself in every single lesson. We have been overwhelmed by her incredible writing recently. 

Ellie -Ivy is truly emersed in our new book ‘Baba Yaga ’ and has produced some wonderful writing. Not only has 

she written more but the work she is producing is of great quality. She is now thinking about her language 

choice and how she can make her writing pop. Ellie -Ivy is working very independently and is becoming proud of 

her work, as she should. Ellie -Ivy, not only are you working hard but you are a joy to have in the classroom. 

You have come such a long way, and you should be very proud of yourself. Well done, you wonderful girl! – 

Miss Tillman and Mrs Owen x  

Miss Huxtable ’s class  

My star of the week is Kojo. Kojo has made me so proud this week and I have been blown away by his reading. I 

have been lucky enough to teach Kojo's phonics group every day, and his attitude has been amazing. I have  

noticed Kojo is so much more confident in phonics now and he is reading much more fluently. Even outside of 

phonics lessons, it's lovely to see him enjoying books from the book corner and seeing himself as a reader. It 

was also lovely to have Miss Priest pop in with Kojo in to show me his fabulous rhyming writing that he's been 

doing in English this week. Kojo has bounced into school with a big smile every day and has impressed us so 

much. Well done Kojo! Miss Huxtable & Mrs Dunn x  

 

Mrs De -Ritis ’ / Mrs Bryant ’s class  

This week our star of the week is Thea. Congratulations  on being our star of the week! You are always kind and 

caring towards your friends and adults around the school. We are so proud of how confidently you now attend 

your phonics group after finding it a little tricky to settle. You have also shown great kindness by helping      

another child during transition in the mornings and on the carpet, demonstration what a great role model you 

are. Keep up the fantastic work!  Mrs. Bryant  

Mrs Oldfield ’s class  

Ava, not only are you a wonderful friend and member of our class, you  are also such a polite, compliant girl, 

who gives everything your all! Your can -do attitude has supported your learning, and in turn, we've seen your 

confidence grow, alongside your beaming smile!   Well done, Ava -you really are a star Mrs Oldfield, Mrs Quilter 

and Miss Priest  



 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Mrs Grimwood ’s class  

My star of the week is Wyatt. Wyatt is a great learner and completes classroom tasks well every day. He listens 

quietly in class and settles down to learning when he is required to. I have been encouraging Wyatt recently to 

work on his handwriting. Wyatt generally formed his letters well but he had a very loose style which sometimes 

was tricky to read. I have seen Wyatt making a conscious effort to smarten up his handwriting and this has 

been great to see. Well done, Wyatt for persevering. Wyatt is also a very kind and gentle member of our class 

who quietly goes about his business and just goes with the flow of all that is going on. Wyatt, I know you have 

waited a long time for this! You are a star!   

Miss Williams ’ class  

My Star of the Week is the fantastic Isla J. Isla is someone who could be chosen every week. She always works 

hard, tries her best, and is kind and helpful to everyone around her. She is always willing to lend a hand and is a 

wonderful friend to her classmates. This week, I was especially impressed by her commitment to our school. 

When she found out at the last minute that she would be competing in the cross -country event, she stepped up 

with confidence and gave it her absolute best. We were all so proud of her fantastic effort and determination. 

Well done, Isla! You are a brilliant team player and have shown fantastic OV spirit!  

Mrs Johnson ’s class  

My Star of the Week is Lilah. Lilah has been working so hard this year and has really grown in confidence. In 

our reading sessions, at the start of the year, Lilah would often ask for help at the very beginning of a task. I 

have noticed over the last few weeks that this has stopped completely, and she begins tasks independently. This 

is such huge progress because I can see that her self -belief is growing and she now has faith in her own abilities. 

Keep it up Lilah – you are a super star!  

Mr Whapham ’s class  
My Star of the Week is Evie. Evie is on the Happy Bench as she has been absolutely shining this week. It has 
been wonderful to see her positive mindset, amazing attitude and commitment to improving not only her    
handwriting but also her writing in   English. I have really enjoyed reading her fantasy story as it has come    
together, and it has been lovely to see how much she has enjoyed writing it too! I have also seen her really  
challenge herself in History and apply herself brilliantly. At the start of the topic, she would often ask for help 
quite quickly, but I have noticed Evie putting her all into her work and trying to be as independent as possible, 
and it is really showing. Your hard work shone in the Year 5 and 6 assembly this week too, where you were  
rewarded with two certificates. You are such a lovely member of the class, and it is a pleasure to have you in 
my lessons. You should be very proud of yourself, Evie. Keep up the fantastic work!  

Mr Higley class  
My star of the week is Oliver. I am really impressed with Oliver at the moment. He has been putting a huge 
amount of effort into all areas of his learning and has consistently tried his hardest in every subject throughout 
the week.  Oliver has particularly impressed me in geography. He asked lots of thoughtful questions and showed 
a real desire to deepen his understanding of what we were learning. It was fantastic to see him pushing himself 
to learn more and taking such an active role in lessons. He was also excellent during the cricket event on       
Tuesday, representing the school brilliantly with a positive attitude and great effort.   Most  importantly, Oliver 
has been a joy to teach. His hard work, enthusiasm, and willingness to get involved have really stood out, and 
he has put himself in a very strong position as we look towards the end of the year. Oliver, I am incredibly 
proud of the effort you are putting into your learning. Keep it up. You are a star!  

Mr Bayliss ’ class  

Leo has had a brilliant week and should be very proud of his efforts. He has followed our classroom               

expectations closely, making sure he is always in the right place at the right time and ready to learn. Leo has 

worked hard in lessons, listening carefully and trying his best with all of his tasks. He was also fantastic on our 

bouldering school trip, showing great bravery on the climbing walls, working well as part of a team and         

listening carefully to instructions throughout the day. Well done, Leo - keep up the great effort!   



Dates for your diary  
Mon, 15th Jun  Mr Higley ’s Class  

Rock and Rapid — Bouldering/Team Games  

Tue, 16th Jun  Mrs Oldfield/Mrs De -Ritis ’s Class  

Quince Honey Farm Visit  

Wed, 17th Jun  Olympic Legacy  

Wed, 17th Jun  Y5/6 Top Up Swimming Lessons  

Mon, 22nd to Fri, 26th Jun  Y5/6 Nethercott Residential  

Mon, 22nd Jun  Y3/4 — Walkability Pedestrian Training  

Wed, 24th Jun  Reception/Y1&2 — Oral Hygienist Visit  

Mon, 29th Jun  Y5/6 —  Mr Whapham/Miss Williams ’ class  

Beach Activity Day/Surf Lesson  

Tue, 30th Jun  Y5/6 — Mrs Johnson ’s class  

Beach Activity Day/Surf Lesson  

Wed, 1st Jul  Y6 — Pilton Transition Day  

Wed, 1st Jul  Y5/6 Top Up Swimming Lessons  

Wed, 1st Jul  Y5 — Cricket Festival  

Thur, 2nd Jul  Y6 — Pilton Transition Day  

Fri, 3rd Jul  Wimbledon Trip  

Wed, 8th Jul  Fire Safety Talk  

 Week commencing—  15th  June 2026 

Please contact the school office for gluten free, dairy free and vegan options. 

 



 

 

Mr Bayliss ’/Mrs Grimwood ’s Classes  

 Bouldering Trip  

On Monday, Mr Bayliss ’ and Mrs Grimwood ’s visited Rock and 

Rapid Adventures for indoor bouldering and team -building  

activities. The children had great fun trying out the different 

climbing walls, challenging themselves and encouraging each 

other along the way!  

The children also took part in a range of team games which 

tested their communication and problem -solving skills. It was 

lovely to see them show so much teamwork and support this 

trip.  

The children were brilliant, and we are sure Mr Higley ’s class 

are going to enjoy their visit next Monday!  

Years 3&4 — Park Cricket Festival  

 

Year 3/4 enjoyed a busy day at Park School 

on Tuesday 9th June. The day began with a 

walk down to Rock Park for lunch and time in 

the play area.  

After lunch we headed to Park School for 

cricket multi -skills activities on their astro, led 

by their pupils. The children worked hard,  

behaved well and were a pleasure to take. 

After a full day, the children walked all the 

way back to school for pick up.  

Well done to everyone who took part . 

 Whiddon Wobbler  

 

On Thursday, we hosted our first ever Whiddon Wobbler - a 

cross country event for all North Devon schools within the 

Harbour Trust. We had 17 schools attending with   almost 

250 children competing!   The children were       fabulous 

despite the challenging weather and all did their very best!  

A special mention to:  

Olivia T who secured 2nd in her race  

Our 3/4 girls team who won their race  

Every runner whose efforts secured an overall place of 3rd 

for Orchard Vale.   






